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BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 
Reported by Varda Pinckard 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Ayer, Jacqueline Harcourt, Brace 
A WISH FOR LITTLE SISTER $2.95 


* Little Sister lives in Siam, a city of soft eyed people, of rich silks 
and temple dancers. On her birthday, a mynah bird grants her one wish. How to 
choose in this city of beauty and richness? Little Sister's wish is philosophical 
in its simplicity and carries with it a multitude of blessings. Written and illus- 
trated by the author of Nu Dang and His Kite, this book manifests Jacqueline Ayer's 
lively familiarity with the oriental atmosphere and a decorative gift which is highly 
pleasing in its ingenious use of design and color, which inobtrusively transmits the 
climate it depicts. (3/9. LC:60-7032) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Galdone, Paul McGraw-Hill 
THE OLD WOMAN AND HER PIG 75x10; $2.00; Lib. $2.75 


The classic story of the old woman and her pig is told here with the pic- 
tures by Paul Galdone. A time-tested story, Paul Galdone's expressive drawings 
reach into the essence of each object involved--the sassy pig, the grumpy bull dog, 
the rigid stick, the playful water, the stubborn ox, the pompous butcher, the limp 
rope, the capricious rat, and the greedy cat. With humor and logic, the somewhat 
sadistic element of the story becomes less forbidding. (2/10. LC:59-14958) 


Phoebe McGraw-Hill 
NOSES ARE FOR ROSES 10x8; $2.25; Lib. $3.00 


* Reminiscent of A Hole is To Dig, this text describes- with generous doses 
of whimsy and humor- the anatomy and its functions. "Fingers are for feeling and 


touching and peeling for tenderness and gentleness...hair is for keeping heads warm... 


noses are for roses." William A. McCaffery's garland of quaint children and Phoebe's 


light touch with prose and rhyme render this as charming a lesson as possibly could 
be taught. (2/10. LC:59-14959) 


EASY READING 


Hays, Wilma Pitchford Coward-McCann 
EASTER FIRES $2.75 


Based on a custom which has been observed for over one hundred years in 
Fredericksburg, Texas, this is the story of the revelation of Easter to the Indians. 
When the tribe is oppressed by a drought, it is decided to sacrifice a beautiful 
young girl to the gods. Little Bow, unreconcilable to this, seeks out the aid of 
the medicine man who has learned the story of Easter. This story he reveals to his 
tribe and as the rains fall and the girl is saved, the Indians recognize that God 


wishes love not death from his worshipers. An engrossing Easter story which in simple 


vocabulary combines a religious and a regional theme. Illustrated by Peter Burchard. 


(2/3. LC:59-14415 ) 
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Merrill, Jean & McGraw-Hill 
Solbert, Ronni BLUE'S BROKEN HEART 9x7; $2.25; Lib. $3.00 
* Blue, a little dog, has a broken heart. He goes ruefully to Dr. Thomas, the & 


veterinary, in order to have it mended. Here he meets his friends, the giraffe with the 

broken neck, the elephant who has grazed his legs, the crocodile with the injured jaw, | 
the kangaroo on crutches. All the animals seem comfortable under the expert care of Dr. 

Thomas, but Blue's wound will take some time to heal, but heal it does, with love and the 
opportunity to help others. Ronni Solbert's menagerie are no less winning than they are 
instructive in this tender and purposeful little fantasy. A simple vocabulary conveys a. 

story which is attractive and compelling. (2/10. LC:60-7731) 


Silverman, Mel World 
HYMIE'S FIDDLE $2.50 


Hymie lives in the lively cluttered world of New York's lower East side. And 
though he and his younger sister, Penny, are devoted to the pushcarts and the feel of 
pavement, Hymie is a dreamer and yearns for forests and lakes he has never seen. Professor 
Noodle, also a dreamer, but of more advanced years than little Hymie, recognizes the boy 
as a kindred spirit and decides that he is a genius, a great musician. Hymie's musical 
education and his unfortunate lack of facility are described here in simple but evocative 
language. Mel Silverman, author of Good for Nothing Burro and Ciri-Biri-Bin, sustains the 
earthy quality of his text in his black and white illustrations. (LC:60-5800) 








EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


FAIRY TALES OF MANY LANDS: 4 vol. Dutton 
. 8x6z; Paper over Board; $1.50 each 


With other titles in preparation, these four books of fairy tales from Germany, 
Russia, Ireland, and China mark an auspicious beginning. Told simply but in a tone ap- 
propriate to the stories, and beautifully illustrated in color, these books conjure up an 
atmosphere of wonder nearly inaccessible to today's fact-fed, television-ridden child. A 
library of classics, some obscure, some familiar, but uniformly delightful. (2/16) 












Calhoun, Mary Harper 


KATIE JOHN $2.50 





* Katie John, an impulsive and enthusiastic child, is at first reluctant to settle 
down with her family in the old Missouri home of her deceased Aunt Emily. But as the summer 
progresses, Katie becomes fascinated by the house and its many links with nineteenth century 
American history. Many adventures, mainly instigated by her facile imagination, bind her to 
the house, which by Thanksgiving is really home to Katie John. Mary Calhoun, author of 
Houn'Dog and other books, imbues her story with a good feeling of locale, a strong sense of 
seasonal change, and above all a vigorous portrayal of an appealing and lively heroine. 


(3/30. LC:60-5775) 





Stuart, Jesse McGraw-Hill 
THE RIGHTFUL OWNER $2.50 








* From the moment Mike discovers a wild dog in his pasture he loves him. Patiently 
he trains the animal from a savage creature to a devoted pet and a brilliant fox hound. 

When, a year later, the original owner of the hound turns up, Mike is heartbroken, but man- 
fully relinquishes the dog to be rewarded by the gift of one of the hound's prize pups. 

A touching and realistic story which will win any young reader with even the sli est 
feeling of tenderness toward animals. Illustrated by Robert Henneberger. ( . LC:60-8040) 


u\ 
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van Stockum, Hilda Viking 
FRIENDLY GABLES $2.75 


The six Mitchell children of Friendly Gables, Quebec, are suddenly thrust 
into a frenzy when mother Mitchell presents them with twins. Although they are a 
happy brood, the arrival of the twins seems to act as a catalyst, emphasizing what- 
ever potential problems they have. The baby of the family becomes even more babyish; 
the oldest girl becomes a goody goody; one boy becomes a rebel, while a middle child 
feels particularly neglected. Ruling over the family is Miss Thorp who even further 
aggravates the situation until with love and understanding the family adjusts, happy 
at last, acceptant that they are now an eight-child household. A somewhat sentimental 
story in which the author pleasantly capitalizes on the large family, basing her plot 
more on the personalities of the children than on action or event. (3/25) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Syme, Ronald Morrow 
CAPTAIN COOK: Pacific Explorer 9x63 $2.75 


Born in Northern England in the first half of the eighteenth century, James 
Cook, one of nine chiidren of a hard working but illiterate family, early learned the 
love of the sea. As a young boy he shipped out, and in 1767 he was commissioned by < 
the Crown to explore and chart the hitherto unknown waters of the Pacific. In this 
book, illustrated in black and white by William Stobbs, not only are the nautical 
achievements of Captain Cook stressed, but his innovations in ship conditions--the 
humane treatment of his crew and the careful attention given to shipboard diet. 
Stressed, too, is the solicitous concern with which he treated the natives, encountered 
on his journeys, who finally dealt Cook his death blow. (2/10. LC:60-5007) 


ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- FICTION 


Lansing, Elisabeth Hubbard Crowell 
LIZA OF THE HUNDRED FOLD $2.95 


* Far in the Kentucky backlands lives twelve-year-old Liza and her family. 
But her mother is no longer there to keep the cabin tidy, to assuage father's some- 
what volatile reaction to outsiders. After her death, Liza feels the heavy respon- 
sibility of playing the woman's role. This is made more difficult by the tension 
between her father and the "outsiders" who intrude upon the quiet community with 
their desire to buy lumber, and by Liza's inability to forsake entirely her old life 
of working like a boy with her father and brother. Her dilemma is resolved when the 
outsiders propose building a school in the backlands, and Liza conceives of a way by 
which her energies can be used to make this possible. A warm story which gives the 
reader insight into an obscure but rich area of this country, this story by a veteran 
writer of juvenile fiction for all ages boasts an appealing heroine, a vivid background, 
and considerable action. (3/15. LC:60-6239) 


Mayne, William Dutton 
THE BLUE BOAT $2.95 


* When Christopher reaches school age, he is sent back to England while his 
younger brother, Hugh, remains in Africa with their colonist parents. But Hugh's 
appearance in England to spend a vacation with his brother and, incidentally to get 
used to the idea of being separated from his mother and father, reunites the two boys 
in a summer of adventure and fantasy. Hugh is fearless. Christopher is older and 
somewhat more circumspect. But neither boy can resist the enchantment of his own 
imagination as they stumble into a magic place peopled by giants and dwarfs, by 
curiously human animals. Any rationalization of the boys' magic creatures does not 
rob them of their charm, nor will it diminish the delight of the reader, who from the 
very beginning of this charming story will be arrested by the comic-seriousness of 
these two unusual children and their quest for vivid experience. (2/29) 
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Stolz, M. S. Harper 
A DOG ON BARKHAM STREET $2.50 


* Edward Frost of Barkham Street had one overwhelming fear and one desire. His oa 
fear is of the bully next door, his desire, a dog of his own. When the Frost family re- 
fuses to move to Alaska or some other remote spot to avoid the bully and when they adamantly 
deny him a dog on the basis that he is unready to care for it properly, Edward is close to 
despair. And it is only the sudden appearance of a hobo uncle that delivers him, finally, 
from his two major problems. Mary Stolz writes with unusual success for high school readers. 
Here she manifests her strong talent for getting into the heart of her main character and 
‘presenting him as a convincing and interesting individual, revealing as good a grasp on pre- 
adolescent boys as she has on teen-age girls. A Dog on Barkham Street hinges on a situation 
which is at once engrossing and close to the concerns of the readers at whom it is directed. 


(3/30. LC:60-5787) 


Hicks, Clifford B. Winston 
THE MARVELOUS INVENTIONS OF ALVIN FERNALD $2.95 


* Twelve-year-old Alvin is something of an oddity to his neighbors in the small 
mid-western town in which he lives. A dedicated inventor, Alvin has a way of making things 
work, sometimes to the menace of people and property. His eight-year-old sister, “the 
pest", adores him, and together they set out to employ some of Alvin's inventions while 
trying to uncover a crime and the criminals. The victim, a kindly old woman, is immensely 
grateful to Alvin's mechanical ability when she is saved from a plot instigated by a ne'er 
do-well nephew, by one of Alvin's most intricate devices. There is no doubt that he has 
cut the corners of well-defined child deportment, but with his characteristic good will 
and intelligence, he emerges a town hero. A funny book which contains the elements of a 
mystery, picaresque adventure, and science fiction. (3/28. LC:60-6055) 


ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- NON-FICTION > 


Shapiro, Irwin American Heritage-Junior Library 
THE STORY OF YANKEE WHALING $3.50 


* Whaling not only was one of America's earliest industries, it was also one of 
her most daring and adventurous ones. In this unusually attractive text, a true account 
of the American whaling industry is given from Colonial days through the nineteenth 
century. Illustrated with 186 pictures, 85 of which are in color, The Story of Yankee 
Whaling uses contemporary sources--prints, maps, diagrams, photographs, and drawings. 
Visually fascinating and equally interesting in terms of the information and flavor it 
imparts, this book with its tales of mutiny and high adventure should find readers in 
every age and interest category. (2/1. LC:59-14690) 


Hyde, Margaret O. o, McGraw-Hill 
PLANTS TODAY AND TOMORROW b $300 


The indispensability of plants, the ornamental qualities they possess, the 
mysteries which they encompass are all touched upon in this concise text. Margaret Hyde 
distinguishes between various plant families, describes their mechanisms, enumerates their 
functions for men, and even considers what the nature of plant life may be on other planets. 
At a time when man is painfully aware of an impending food problem, this book with its 
list of simple and conclusive experiments and its introduction to botanical studies on 
various levels is both informative and constructive. Illustrated by P.A. Hutchison. (3/21. 


LC :60-8835 ) 
THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Speiser, Jean John Day-Your Fair Land a 
| RIVER IN THE DARK $3.50 


Mammoth Cave, Kentucky's National Park since 1941, is the scene of this mystery 
adventure involving Drew, the son of a camp ranger, and Jenny, the daughter of a private 
cave owner. Jenny's father is bitterly opposed to the National Park as he earns his living 
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exhibiting his cave to tourists. Her brother, furious at the government cave 
managers, has defaced some of the public property; and Jenny is strictly forbidden 
to venture within its boundaries. But the essential justice of the caves belonging 
to the government impresses itself upon Jenny. Together, she and Drew explore the 
dangerous and fascinating expanses of the underground world, and finally Jenny's 
family is reconciled with the National Park and join its staff. Vivid descriptions, 
convincing depiction of character, and breathtaking action combine to make this 
introduction to another one of America's National Parks as entertaining as it is 
informative. (3/B1c: 60-6913 ) 


Carson, John F. Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
THE COACH NOBODY LIKED $2.95 


* Sid Hawkes, a mid-western high school student and the oldest son of a "big 
man" in town, is driven toward a basketball career on the strength of his father's 
enthusiasm for the game. Cowed by his forceful father, he has neither the strength 
nor ability to decide whether he is genuinely interested in the sport. But when a 
new coach comes to the school, one who is more concerned with the character of his 
team than their public glory, Sid finds himself pitted against his father who des- 
pises the new regime. By finally taking a stand, Sid not only is able to define his 
own attitudes towards the game, but also becomes a man in the eyes of his father and 
understands not only his father's great strength, but his human weaknesses. A good 
portrayal of a father-son conflict well entrenched with basketball details. (3/2? 
LC: 60-5037 ) 


Johnson, Annabel & Edgar Harper 
TORRIE $2.75 


* When in 1848 Mr. Anders, a St. Louis school teacher, decides to take his 
family across the wagon trail to California, his fourteen-year-old daughter is 
bitterly resentful. At the verge of maturity, Torrie looked forward to the stylish 
social life of her home. Instead she finds herself dressed in motley, prey to 
hunger, exhaustion, and hostile Indians. A brief bout with an unscrupulous but at- 
tractive young man teaches Torrie the danger of flaunting her growing feminine 
charms and she turns with a more mature understanding to Jess, a dignified. and cour- 
ageous Virginian. After many hardships in which Torrie's mother nearly succumbs to 
death by hunger, the family reaches California and gold, and Torrie, now a woman, 
sees that beneath her father's apparent ineffectuality lies a strong integrity, 
beneath her mother's plainess, a moving talent for love. Torrie is a spirited heroine 
from beginning to end and appealingly drawn against a vivid background of pioneer 
wagon days. (3/30. LC:59-8973) 


Meyler, Eileen Roy 
THE STORY OF ELSWYTH $3.00 


* A confused period in pre-Norman England comes vigorously alive in the story 
of Elswyth, young daughter of a freeman, herself a laborer of low degree. Her love 
for the son of the 10th century Saxon manor where she was farm hand, and her chance 
encounter with the young son of the Saxon Queen Elfrida, later to become King 
Ethelred the Unready, change her status and embroil her in a strange intrigue which 
culminates in the assassination of Edward, the Martyr, half brother to Ethelred. 
Compelling fiction is backgrounded by a vivid Medieval background in a young novel 
as uniquely convincing as it is holding. The Story of Elswyth is a far step forward 
for the author of The Gloriet Tower (1957) and sets a standard which should be 
sustained by other writers of historical fiction for the teen age reader. (2/8. Ic: 


59-1393) 
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de Leeuw, Adele & Cateau World 
LOVE IS THE BEGINNING $3.00 
Christina McNeil's need to adjust and mature confronts her suddenly when her o 


journalist father announces that the family will move to a New England village where he 
has purchased a newspaper. Not only does this interrupt her plans to attend the college 
of her choice--this must wait a year--but it separates her from her friends and above 
all, from Pete, her young man. But it is just this love for Pete and his insistence that 
she is potentially a person of real stature that encourages her to become involved in the 
new community and in her father's newspaper adventure. A wholesome, reassuring story 
which does a pretty accurate job of conveying late adolescent moods and notions. (2/29. 


LC: 60-7486 ) 
THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Kay, Terence Harper 
SPACE VOLUNTEERS $2.75 


* The initiation of actual space travel could not occur were it not for the arduous 
experimentation of men in space conditions before actual flight occurs. This interesting 
and lucid text describes the various trials men have undergone in laboratory situations in 
order to determine their endurance to speed, heat, friction, lack of gravity, change in 
atmosphere, and depth perception. Science enthusiasts and air-minded students will read 
this with much interest as will all those who enjoy harrowing tales of physical courage. 


(3/30. LC:60-5780) 









McGraw-Hill 
THE UNLIKELY HERO $3.00 e 


Honour, Alan 


Heinrich Schliemann, son of a poor but educated German family, was from an early 
age an. eccentric. But if he was difficult he was also extraordinarily tenacious and cap- 
able and while still a young man became a millionaire. The persistence of his dream--to 
unearth Troy--at a time when many believed that Homer himself-to say nothing of Troy- was 
a mere poetic fancy, survived his business preoccupations and a disastrous marriage. His 
second marriage to a Greek girl and his discoveries of cities which pre-dated the Homeric 
Troy have been the subject of a recent juvenile biography as well as that of several adult 
works. In this portrait by Alan Honour, Schliemann is presented in full dimension and 
against a vivid background of his times and his avocation. A recommended supplement to 
the study of history and literature, a substantial addition to the library biography shelf. 
(2/10. LC:59-15880) 


Lansing, Alfred me 
SHACKLETON'S VALIANT VOYAGE $3,q 


* The seventeen month ordeal of Sir Ernest Shackleton in sii as he set out for 
the third time to reach the South Pole, has been described in gripping detail by Alfred 
Lansing in his book Endurance. In this shortened version, none of the horror or feeling 
of triumph is lost. Under conditions, the mere thought of which would discourage most 
men--hunger, cold, menacing weather, wild animals, monotony, and isolation--Shackleton 
and his intrepid crew pursued their goal. More than a story of exploration and adventure, 
this is a documentation of heroism, the likes of which have seldom been paralleled in 
modern history. Photographs. (2/1. LC:60-6977) 
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Garst, Shannon Messner 
COWBOY-ARTIST: Charles M. Russell $2.95 


Born the fourth son of a wealthy St. Louis family, Charles Russell was, 
even as a child, a rebel. Despite his parent's assiduous efforts to launch him into 
a lucrative and comfortable career, he clung to the notion that he would go west, 
and as a chronic truant devoted himself to his dreams and the drawings which, without 
instruction, he perpetually made. His career in the west which began when he was not 
quite sixteen was one of hardship, since he had no real talent for farm labor. But 
with the help of a devoted wife, and out of the vision which was uniquely his, he won 
a place in the history of that region as its foremost graphic interpreter. This 
biography tells as much of the period and locale as it does of Russell's unusual per- 
sonality, and takes, at the same time, a healthy shot at the tendency in teen-age 
books to depict every character as a paragon of adjustment and conformity. (3/2 if: 


60-7057 ) 


Riedman, Sarah R. Rand McNally 
SHOTS WITHOUT GUNS $2.95 


The fight against disease through vaccination and inoculation represents a 
tremendous stride in medical conquest over disease. In this history of "shots" from 
the earliest uses up to the present, both the general technique involved and the 
individual personalities and diseases concerned are dramatically reviewed without 
sacrificing scientific detail. Jenner, Koch, Pasteur, Roux, von Behring, Ehriich, 
Schick, Salk and Kitusato are drawn in full dimension, allowing the reader an under- 
standing of their personal achievements and their role in the overall history of 
medicine. Photographically illustrated this text will be particularly interesting 
to science students, but is sufficiently general in nature to appeal to any thought- 
ful reader. Illustrated with photographs. (3/21) 


Bell, Thelma Harrington | Viking 
THUNDERSTORM $3.00 


Thunder and its more potent partner, lightning, are the subject of this 
entertaining and informative text. What causes thunder, its properties, its mani- : 
festations, the laws of the science which study it, and its ramifications are 
seriously and comprehensively investigated here. Well packed with anecdotes both 
from present aeronautical history and from past episodes extending back millions of 
years, Thunderstorm does much to explain the world's atmosphere, its topography, and 
the means by which mar can protect himself from the more dangerous aspects of its 
force. A well written scientific text which manages to embrace its subject thoroughly 
without at any point becoming pedantic. (3/25) 34% Hy 
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FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Annixter, Paul Hill & Wang 
me PRIDE OF LIONS $3.00 


These fourteen wild life stories, primarily concerned with the struggle 
for survival among birds, beasts, reptiles, and sea creatures, are rich in melodrama 
and the understanding of natural antagonisms. Spanning jungles, lakes, and mountains, 
extending from the Arctic to Africa, these are episodes which should be of interest 
as much to lovers of suspense as to students of wildlife. F.R. p. 32. (3/11) 





Fiction for Young Adults- continued January 15, 1960 


Downes, Donald Rinehart 
EASTER DINNER $3.50 


A story of hunger, courage and terror is set in Rome in 1944 at the end of the 
German occupation. The central characters, Italian anti-Fascists, have eaten every 
thing within sight including their household pets. But when a wedding is planned an old 
Italian stone mason sacrifices thirty-six American signal corps pigeons to which he has 
been assigned. In order to make amends for this crime he steals a like number of German 
pigeons who have been used for intelligence work and from that moment on the confusion 
and excitement is indescribable. An original story, faster Dinner is lively and consis- 
tently effective. F.R. p. 31. (3/10. LC:60-60h2) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Kobler, John Doubleday 
THE RELUCTANT SURGEON $4.95 


An unusually interesting biography of the 18th century John Hunter, the founder 
of scientific surgery. Ill-educated, Hunter was uniquely curious and observant. His 
studies necessitated such practices as grave robbing and self-experimentation, and in his 
work with venereal disease he himself becomes a casualty of syphilis. As a surgeon he 
was meticulous, operating only when it was absolutely vital; as a teacher he had such fa- 
mous pupils as Jenner. A portrait of manifold interest, this should strongly appeal to 


students contemplating a medical career. F.R. p. 942. (2/18. LC:60-6887) 


Priestley, J. B. Harper 
LITERATURE AND WESTERN MAN $6.25. Prepub $7.50 


In this informal journey through Western literature of the last 500 hundred 
years, J.B. Priestley states that through his literature Western man reveals himself. 
Relaxed in tone, apt in insight, lively in interest, Priestley's non-scholarly comments, 
based candidly on his tastes and perception, makes approachable to the general reader a 
vast and meaningful body of writing. Index, appencix and short biographies round out this 
important and vastly knowledgeable book. F.R. p. 44. (3/10. LC:60-6180) 
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No Peaks- But Plenty of High Points 


This 1s a healthy condition - without MUST BOOKS that corner the market, but with a 
more than customary number of books with better than average chance. There's a dis- 
tinguished novel from Raymond Postgate, EVERY MAN IS GOD (Simon & Schuster). A first 
novel from the much discussed Colin Wilson, RITUAL IN THE DARK (Houghton, Mifflin)- 
sure of an interested press. There's another panel in the Mormon story from Virginia 
Sorenson, KINGDOM COME (Harcourt, Brace). Hank Searls’ THE CROWDED SKY (Harper) is a 
good candidate for flying honors- and a Literary Guild selection. Two books for the 
discriminating reader- John SBraine's second novel THE VODI (Houghton Mifflin), Ann 
Aikman's first- THE OTHERS (Simon & Schuster). Even the mysteries have some starred 
titles. See pages following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


February 10 


Youd, Samuel Simon & Schuster 
GIANT'S ARROW $3.50 


Under various pseudonyms Samuel Youd has written a number of what he calls 
"entertainments". The Opportunist was published under his own name in 1956. This 
novel, supposedly of serious intent, is developed along two main lines: the battle 
for control of an old fashioned English manufacturing firm and the more tenuous re- 
ligious conflicts of the firm's ineffectual president. Michael Kelly, a Catholic 
married to an embittered agnostic, discovers that the company his father founded on 
idealistic principles is being grossly manipulated by the efficient social climber, 
Devere. But Michael, who seems to be a rather fey young man, is powerless against 
Devere until he manages to disengage himself from his faith. It seems that Michael's 
religion, for some obscure reason, has depended on the longevity of his idiot 
daughter. Her death provides the denouement for the book's quite conventional but 
pretentious characters: it releases Naomi Kelly from a self-inflicted torment; it 
enables Kelly, whose "love" has been a weakness, to act; and deviously, it seems to 
save the company. There is the sub-plot of a love affair vetween Devere and Kelly's 
secretary which destroys Devere's wife and ends in mutual disillusionment for the two 
accomplices. The story is readable enough but its superimposed religious speculations 
serve only to compound the confusion of the book's sufficiently distraught characters. 


(LC: 60-6083 ) 
February 15 


Postgate, Raymond Simon & Schuster 
EVERY MAN IS GOD $3.95 


* A leisurely, substantial, and solidly interesting chronology of a family 
over a period of some fifty years- from the time in the 1880's when Feargus Alderton, 
@& gross man, made the money and acquired the title he left grudgingly to his sons, 
to its dissolution some fifty years later. The central drama of the novel, a : 
variation on the Agamemnon theme, deals with Feargus' second son, Charles, profes- 
Sional soldier, and his wife Clarissa, more genteel by birth and pretentious by 
temperament, and opens the pages here which begin with Charles’ return from the war 
(World War I) to his sudden death. The tragedy which preceded it, the death of their 
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deughter which turned Clarissa's disregard of her husband into a cold hatred, is slowly 

filled in- but the enigmatic aspect of Arthur's death is not revealed until the final 

chapters when it is discovered by the surviving children and becomes too great a burden S | 
for the sensitive Oswald, the youngest. The drama here is diffused- and to some extent | 
subdued- by the many period particulars here, all of them interesting as social history | 
if at times at the expense of the central story. This may surprise those who remember 

Raymond Postgate best as the author of the classic Verdict of Twelve-~ but it should extend 

his readership to include all who appreciate a varied view of England through several 

eras- a background matched with a solidity of character detail and some occasional inter- 

ludes of warmth end wisdom. It is Postgate's most ambitious work, sustained and satisfying. 


February 17 


Frizell, Bernard Simon & Schuster 
JULIE $4.50 


This is a novel which has all the popular ingredients one has come to expect 
from a story about the fictional New York Girl - who is always from out of town. Though 
basically the theme is a cliche the tone is unpretentious and, except for the “heroine”, 
the characters are perceptive and do not make the mistake of taking themselves too seri- 
ously. Told from the viewpoints of the three men in her life this records the growth, if 
not the maturity, of Julie Jones in the big city. Julie, at twenty-one, was a knowledge- 
able innocent. She did not want a man, or a home or even a career; she wanted what she 
called an "unconfined life" and she saw no reason why she shouldn't have everything. Joe 
Zurata, a life photographer, gave her a start, modeling gave her a flair, acting a style; 
Bill, who loved her, geve her an argument; and Charlie whom she eventually lived with, 
gave her money. In many ways she got what she wanted and if she freely used her three men 
it was because, unlike Julie, they were willing to be used. Ending on a note which might 
well be a little sad, Zurata calls Julie, at twenty-five, a "nexus of contradictions”. & 
Composed only of her vague needs, Julie remains undefined, in a world which does not yield 
nameless things. Bernard Frizell is the author of Jen Days in August. (LC: 60-6084 ) 


a 4 
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February 16 vai 


Wodehouse, P. G. Simon & Schuster 
HOW RIGHT YOU ARE, JEEVES $3.50 


Bertie Wooster once more on his own - Jeeves shrimping at Herne on holiday - 
manages an utter block et his Aunt Dahlia's house party. The new butler is a loony doctor 
(an alienist) observing the heir of the American Creams for criminal tendencies; Bertie po- 
liceshis good old headmaster's step-daughter; Bobbie Wickham announces her engagement to 
Bertie so that Lady Wickham will be in favor of marriage tcanother; Uncle Travers' fine 
collection of old silver is a target for one of Bertie's brain (?) waves; and the lurking 
perils that overcome Bertie necessitate the return of the shimmering, ubiquitous Jeeves 


for a final mopping up. In the imperishable tradition, this is certainly for them as 
knows.... (LC:60-6106) 


February 22 


Miller, Walter M., Jr. Lippincott 
A CANTICLE FOR LIEBOWITZ $4.95 


This is superior science-fiction which carries well its burden of moral and 
philosophical thought, but still, to the non-fancier, labors under an unnecessary weight 
of futuristic trappings. There has been an all but obliterating atomic war in the 1960's, 
after which Liebowitz, a physicist, turns to the church, founds an order to preserve 
whetever can be saved of the past, and is martyred for his pains. In the 26th century he 
is canonized; in the 3end, science makes a fast comeback; in the 38th, mankind once again * 
is heading toward self-extermination. Each of the three sections is brought to life 
through the monks of the Albertian Order of St. Liebowitz who are handsomely realized by 
the author. The first section is the best, as the men of God wrestle with the fascinating 
problem of morality vis-a-vis knowledge, and here, as in its sympathetic character portrayals, 
lies the book's strength; its. weakness is in the closing chapters when actual contraptions 
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take up too much time. An original, which should have a strong appeal among Catholics. 


(LC: 60-5735) 
February 24 


Williams, Lawrence . Simon & Schuster 
THE FIERY FURNACE $3 .50 


John Tarrant is a firebug, from the time when he first experiences the 
pleasurable excitement of watching a neighbor's field burn, on to the fire he sets 
in his own barn which cripples his brother Harry for life, and from then on to the 
acts of arson in Hollywood- and in hotel rooms abroad which make him vulnerable to 
the blackmail of a Sicilian, Blandino. But his love for Carla, and the fires he 
lights up in her, seems to put out the old need and they return to America together, 
followed by Blandino, and further threatened by Harry who insists that Carla be told 
the truth. Carla runs away from only part of it which she overhears, and there is 
a scene- between the brothers- which ends with a furious blaze in which Harry is 
trapped. John goes back to save him, and, in so doing, himself, and now has proved 
ready for and deserving of Carla.... Intended as a hybrid between humor and terror, 
this has a pretty unfunny figure of fun to begin with and playing with fire was never 
a good idea. A first novel, by a Hollywood actor and popular magazine writer. 
(LC: 60-6731) | ; 

February 29 B\i5 


Condon, Richard McGraw-Hill 
SOME ANGRY ANGEL $4.50 


The assault and battery of words (coarse to recondite), of ideas (original 
to preposterous), of aggressive energy and sexual effrontery which did so much for 
The Oldest Confession and The Manchurian Candidate, is again a staggering technique 
here. Lacking however, in this least successful of the three, is any mission or 
direction. This is the story of Dan Tiamat, a New York reporter; his loving and for- 
bearing wife, Peggy; his mistress, the Cuban Pilar (a "sexual holocaust" who has also 
destroyed her twin brother in a longstanding incestuous relationship); and his father- 
in-law, who, when discovering Dan's adultery, decides to ruin him by making a nation- 
wide columnist out of him. As calculated, power and money do corrupt and liquor 
drowns him; he loses his following, he loses Peggy- she dies, and he loses his legs- 
polio. Given a lovelorn department to run, his first ten letters as Miss Friendship 
are the brutally vindictive answers of a broken man which torment him for the ten 
years to follow and for which he attempts to atone.... To be admired- the verbal 
display, the turbulence, the virulence; to be questioned is the novel's real inter- 
est over and above its shock and surprise tactics. (LC: 60-8826) (Q) 


February 29 iy | | 

UvUT | 
Pawel, Wener- Macmillan 
IN THE ABSENCE OF MAGIC $3.75 


Just as From the Dark Tower (1957) was constructed on an idea and an insti- 
tution (the organization and suburban development man) this too is a discussion piece 
in which the arguments are perhaps stronger than their proponents- a psychoanalyst and 
his former friend, disciple, patient. Burt, the "typical product of an unfinished 
analysis", knows most of the answers but has never achieved self-sufficiency, and he 
returns to the couch in periods of panic- as now when he tries to locate Peter, his 
original father-confessor and abiding father-figure. Peter, a renegade Freudian, an 
iconoclast, is also running away from his own failure (the wife and children he'd 
left behind in Europe to die) and is hiding out on an island with two adoptive war 
casualties, a boy and a girl,- Dolores. Peter, although he has allowed Burt to find 
him, remains unapproachable, cannot forgive him his previous defections, and is again 
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the instrument of an attempted betrayal when Burt tries to seduce Dolores who realizes 
how and why she is being used. But it is Peter who sends Burt back to the world- sug- 
gesting he give up the panacea of "make believe living" which he has substituted for ¢ 
any real life.... Pawel, a fairly facile writer, juggles a lot of ideas, jostles some 
established precepts and props, and disposes of a lot of doctrinaire pretension, without 

killing the doctor or the patient or the essential purpose--understanding. (LC:60-6166) 


February 29 


Aikman, Ann Simon & Schuster 
THE OTHERS $3.50 


* A polished first novel is concerned with the effects of the Other Way of Life 
on two contrasting families. Its scene is Summer on the Sound-side shores of Long 
Island. On the cliff above the beach, in an odd modern house, live the Alexanders:- 
Eugene, an architect, Esther, and their teen-aged son, Tony. Intellectuals, they have 
a highly structured life dedicated to Responsibility, to Eugene's career, to Ideas, and 
to Tony's development. Onto the beach below, come the Mooneys, interlopers in a house- 
boat, an untidy, happy-go-lucky, energetic family consisting of Frank, a businessman 
dreamer, Inez, and their three daughters. Through teen-aged Roseanne, Tony and his 
friends, the two families become involved with each other, with results disturbing to 
both. Their opposing dreams and realities:- luck vs hard work, animal charm vs the charms 
of opinions, the instinctual vs the rational, these are obliquely played out through a 
number of disarming and sometimes funny beach scenes and dialogues. The bewildered mis- 
interpretations between Inez and Esther, the two strongest characters in the cast, are 
particularly successful. But if the intellectuals are most sympathetic, they also tend 
to lose most. Their sandy cliff is eroded, literally and figuratively; they are under- 
mined and altered, while the Mooneys, rehabilitated and almost unthinking, go on to the 
next dream, the future. This bare concept is beautifully furnished with wit, astute - 
characterization, insights on many levels. Ina diffused world it is a highly sane and 
personal view that makes- for the sophisticates- rewarding reading. (And for the play- 
minded, instinctive drama). (1C:60-6081) 














March 3 





Houghton Mifflin 
RITUAL IN THE DARK $4.95 





Wilson, Colin 








A first novel by the author of the much argued Zhe Outsider (1956) and 
Religion and the Rebel (1957) is based on the idea of a mass murderer in relation to 

society and is projected through the sudden friendship of writer Gerard Sorme and the 

wealthy homosexual Austin Nunne. Intrigved by Nunne, Sorme breaks out of his life of 

inaction, becomes a part of that circle which has known Nunne for years - Father O'Mahoney, 

Dr. Stein, Oliver Glasp, a tortured artist, Nunne's aunt, Gertrude Quincey, and her niece 
Caroline - and- with the fifth and sixth killings of a pathological murder- is forced to 
consider Nunne as the criminal and refine his decisions about him. In the discussions of 

the man-god theories, the illness of the soul, the pressures of non-existence, boredom, 

and sadism, Sorme at first finds he can condone Nunne's actions. But after hearing 

Nunne's confession and belief that he can never be convicted and seeing the body of his 

latest victim, Sorme faces the fact of Nunne's insanity and knows that the maddened killings 

are a denial of the future and the dignity of man. The symposium ranges from O'Mahoney's 
religious views, Stein's scientific approach, Gertrude's family feelings, and Sorme's 
existentialist attitude, to the inclusion of classic murder cases. This pursuit of the 
inception and idea and achievement of murder has that morbid attraction of Compulsion. od 
Beyond its echoes of Oscar Wilde, Huysmans, Graham Greene, is the voice of current protest, 

and, with its subject and its author, this makes a powerful combination- sex and sexuality, 
perversions. (1C:60-8119) (Q) 
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March 7 


Babcock, Havilah Holt 
THE EDUCATION OF PRETTY BOY $2.00 


One of the sure fire themes - a boy and dog - underwrites its possibilities 
by making the pedigreed dog a reject (it is gunshy) and the boy, an orphan in Virginia, 
ejyually unwanted. The promising pup, pronounced incurable by crack trainers, runs 
awey and finds in unaccepted Kimmie the one he wants to belong to. Kimmie develops 
a strange method of rehabilitating Pretty Boy and in the progress of the training 
Kimmie himself grows into actions and decisions that indicate his education too has 
been successful. Also involved are an old, bibulous doctor, a crippled schoolteacher, 
dog thieves who take Pretty Boy, a small boy in danger, am a little boy and a little 
dog, that are all affected by this great hearted dog and his worthwhile master. Not 
a determined tear-jerker, but an able effort. (LC: 60-7334) 


March 9 


Chase, Alan Simon & Schuster 
THE KIDNEYED CAPER $3.95 


As a mocking account of modern day tycoons this has a valid target, but as 
a novel it is cluttered, scattered - and inducive to tedium. There's retired Major 
General Coldwater Niclennon Colpitts who will not let discipline slip and who is de- 
termined to carry on the production and sales of his skin pharmaceutical Therapellis 


in a quiet way; next, a new boss for him, Samuel Kidney, now in charge of the project 


HOEX to bring nuggets of civilization to Oriental Hosun-Ki; then Colpitts' Icelandic 
secretary, Gudfinna, whose reality about Therapellis and all its hangers on he tries 
not to accept; and, around and about, the wife Colpitts wants to keep far from his 
current activities; Nancy Meddlemiss who is an everpresent thorn in HOEX programming; 
the officials - and obstacles - Colpitts encounters when he returns to Hosun-Ki (for 
HOEX's eventual debacle). The fact that Therapellis becomes important in Kidney's 
dermatological and Nancy Meddlemiss' social life resolves Colpitts' problems and 
leaves him a winner in a debatable scuffle. The publishers claim this is a very 
funny book - it could well be reading tastes are higher than their aims. (LC:60-6087) 


March 10 


Monsey, Derek Simon & Schuster 
ITS UGLY HEAD $3.50 


The narrator of this book, a depressed London journalist, is an exceedingly 
angry young man. He is angry at his wife, Cynara, a strip teaser with artistic 
pretensions and ingenious devices with which to evade the restrictions imposed upon 
her by parliament. He is angry with the teen-age socialite for whom he obtains an 
abortion, whom he ‘retrieves, marries and then once again loses, this time to a woman. 
He is angry at his career, which with all his other preoccupations--climbing in and 
out of English Manor House windows--is not going so well. He is angry at his pursuit 
of a beauty which inevitably withers in his hand. And unless the reader of this book 
is possessed by a peculiarly morbid turn of mind, the trippings hither and thither of 
this "sensitive" young man with their constitutional lack of purpose or vitality will 
leave him, if not angry, at least mildly irritated. we 

414 


March ll _~ 


Marshall, Robert Ives Washburn 
THE HAUNTED MAJOR $2.50 


First published in 1902 this has been a continuing best seller in Scotland 
and, making its first American appearance, will have its attraction for golfers here. 
A ghost story, combining farce and satire, is told by Major the Honorable John William 
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Wentworth Gore, who asks for a match with golfing great, Jim Lindsay, the stakes to be 

the chance to propose to a wealthy American widow. Since Gore has never played, he heads 

for the links at St. Magnus determined to achieve a perfect game in the short time he has e 
allowed. Sensing failure he takes the offer of ghostly Cardinal Smeaton to use the dead 

man's antediluvian clubs but decides against them on the first nine holes in which his 
ineptitude is more than ludicrous. During the lunch break he learns the magic of the 

clubs, makes bets, and, in the second nine plays without error. But his win has a triple 
edged ending which further shows up Gore's insufferable snobbery. An amusing conceit 
especially for devotees of the game. Illustrations by John Mackay. 


March 14 


Stern, Karl Farrar, Straus and Cudahy 
THROUGH DOOMS OF LOVE $4.95 


The Radberts, a Czechoslovakian family of wealth and culture, find little but 
fancy and illusion to support them once they have been loosed from their familiar moorings. 
Particularly outcast are Radbert senior, a quixotic aesthete, who has tried to fill his 
life with the love of art when he is refused the love of his wife, and his daughter, 
Marianne, neurotically tied to her father. When Marianne, a model, suggests that she may 
be becoming involved with her employer, a successful business man who has made it the hard 
way, her father succumbs to a stroke which renders him partially insane. Out of this 
disaster is born the passion of Marianne Radbert, a passion which takes her through the 
fires of neurotic torment and salves her with a balm, one part Catholicism, one part 
psychoanalysis. Karl Stern, author of The Pillar of Fire and The Third Revolution does 
not digress from his theme of guilt and expiation, but injects incest, psychosis, and 
isolation into character and situation which are at once oppressive and familiar. A long, 
depressing novel which, after much whining, ends with a whimper. (LC:60-7627) &% 


March 15 






















World 
THE KILROY GAMBIT $3.50 


Blacker, Irwin R. 





Taking off from his two historical novels (Westering and Taos) Blacker here 
relates several views of current issues - loyalty within a security agency, congressional 
demands for top secret information, and the validity of "immoral business for the sake of) 
moral people". Director of GENOPS Maj. Gen. Richard LeGrande is caught in this play when 
photographed documents from the Russian Embassy in Kabul indicate to the Washington head- 
quarters that there is a leak of arms, sent for protection (on a stay-behind policy) to 

that slim area separating Russia, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India and that they are now 

held by Russia. With the decision that Latham is to fly out under "cover" comes the word 

that GENOPS is suspected of traitorous mismanagement by Senator Lloyd and an investigation 

is in order. Further complications come from the possibility of a Russian intelligence 
officer defecting to the U.S. and LeGrande must have a positive answer for Lloyd on this. 

When he learns of Latham's security break it is his other right hand that takes the mission 

- Mrs. Janet Garner - and her fate, on this irregular operation (the Kilroy of the title), 
holds LeGrande and the rest of his staff on the defensive. LeGrande's own quick trip to 

check the Russian proves him correct in refusing to accept him, is countered by the ap- 
prehension of dependable agents, and while this, along with Janet's last report, gives him 

@ chance to wipe out Lloyd's attacks before the investigation, he is hamstrung on the 

question of sacrificing the few to save the many. The complications - national and inter- 
national - here settle down into an espionage story which has a substantial toughness in 

its ethical inquiries. Men primarily- but it can join the ladies. (LC:60-5807) ie 
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March 16 


Sorenson, Virginia Harcourt, Brace 
KINGDOM COME $5 -75 


* An absorning story of the Danish backgrounds of Mormonism, dating back to 
1850, when the first missionaries came to Jutland from America, and forward to the 
sailing of the first contingent of 300 emigrants for England at Christmas time in 
1952, there to take ship from Liverpool for the Promised Land. The central figures, 
whose tortured romance began when Hanne was sixteen and Svend was a cowherd in her 
father's barn, compassed the whole of the proselytizing, the violent opposition, 
the spreading of the new religion through Scandinavia. And through the checkered 
pattern of their love, they came to know good and evil, inside and outside the path 
that first Svend, and finally Hanne accepted as their own. The minor characters are 
as vivid as the central ones - and Mormonism in its initial stages dominates their 
development. The background of a way of life, with its social extremes, in Denmark 
in those days - and the eternal hope of a new way of life, whether as martyrs in the 
home land or as Saints in the new land, is vigorously drawn. One cares deeply for 
the people one comes to know in these pages - and can scarcely bear not to have their 
subsequent story. Perhaps this is the start of a work of major proportions, by a 
writer who has given us many panels of the Mormon saga. (LC: 60-7427) 


March 16 


Casey, Bill Houghton, Mifflin 
A SHROUD FOR A JOURNEY $3.00 


A first novel, streaked with savage drives and senseless angers, is mired 
in a small Southern town- Kilbank- to which Earl Kelly returns in an attempt to learn 
the truth about his father, Floyd, himself, and perhaps something beyond "his own 
particular pigsty". For while Floyd Kelly had lived in a river shack, drinking and 
shooting dice with the Negroes whom he also abused, Earl too gets liquored up like his 
father and is the victim of the crazy streak which now drives him to beating up an old 
man who may or may not die. As the scenes alternate between the past some thirty 
years ago to the present- with Earl's attempt to find out whether his father was a 
killer- it ends with a last show of violence.... Caldwell country this, but there's an 
obsessional rage which gives a certain raw power to the degenerate folkways of the 
deep delta. The publishers see it as part of our inheritance, liken Earl to Everyman, 
and confuse the orientation further with an overall comparison to Greek tragedy. This 
seems doubtful- as does its market. (LC: 60-6367) 


March 17 


Portune, Robert Doubleday 
SHOW ME THE WAY $3.50 


Utterly documentary in approach and style this is the story of the decline 
and fall of a young Negro. Half-convinced that his way out of the slum ghetto in 
which he was born lay in taking no sides, Freddie Jefferson, at 17, had resigned him- 
self to a two-tone world of double standards. A good if unpredictable student, he 
worked at night in a white bar and took on the additional burden of caring for the 
blind, crippled and bitter ex-war hero, Major Steiger, whom he comes to regard as a 
father. When his friend Avery is justifiably killed by a policeman, Freddie, as the 
only witness, finds himself the focal point of mounting racial tensions. Unwilling 
to allow his dead friend to be used as the symbol of an abused people and yet unable 
to make alliance with his natural enemy - the white law, he does nothing and thereby 
settles his fate. He is repudiated by the only man with whom he had a common bond, 
loses his own self-respect and ends where he began. Robert Portune is the author of 
The Old Man and the Sky. This second novel, told in a grimly detailed style realis- 
tically suited to its subject matter is totally believable in theme though it remains 
less a novel, more the dramatization of a case study. (LC: 60-7882) 
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Stephens, Edward Doubleday = 
ONE MORE SUMMER $3.95 


The author apparently wishes to present the imaginary Southern California town 
in which this novel is set as a typical smail town inhabited by the sort of people one is 
likely to meet anywhere. But when the lid is off, what develops is enough to make one's 
hair stand on end. We have here as sordid a collection of weirdies as ever stepped out 
of the pages of the more lurid type of contemporary fiction. Peter Harwyn is a likeable 
teen-age boy who is being driven close to a serious neurosis by the flirtatious habits of 
young Gwendolyn, daughter of the town's most influential business man, a girl who makes 
a point of telling her escorts when she is not wearing panties. Her brother, Bentley, is 
already a bit odd, to say nothing of their father, a type who buys girlie magazines on the 
sly, and who is forming long-range plans to seduce Peter's mother, a luscious widow who 
runs a local motel. Peter is eventually saved from neurosis by his first affair---with a 
lovely alcoholic who is dying of cirrhosis of the liver. Catalina, an absolutely perfect 
Mexican girl, clinches it by marrying the lad shortly before he goes off to fight at the 
outbreak of World War II. There are many other characters and plots, including one about 
buying up ell the land when oil is (mistakenly) discovered underground. Politics plays a 
large part in the machinery of the story, but emphasis is on the more sensational angles 
of sex from first to last. Peyton Place and King's Row, plus half a dozen others, find 
their apotheosis in this novel. It is all faintly ludicrous and wildly unbelievable, which 
probably will curtail the commercial popularity which the author was so obviously aiming at. 


(1C:60-7885) (Q) 


March 18 


Forton, Jean Criterion e 
ISABELLE $3.95 


A chilling and flewless study of a man so crippled by self-distrust that he 
becomes, if only indirectly, = murderer. The protagonist is 34 and lives alone, in seedy 
rooming houses, eating and dressing poorly, shunning people. Night after night he sits 
up to write this book. The cold-blooded egotism of this self-revelation scarcely conceals 
an agonizing desperation; he is a man afraid of death, solitude, contacts, responsibilities, 
himself-- unable to break into life except through violent sexual episodes. He meets his 
victim in Isabelle, an isolated, melancholy and rather characterless schoolgirl. The 
calculated seduction that follows is es much of himself as of her and for a time he manages 
to force his emotions into a heartbreaking parody of real love which ends when Isabelle 
asks him to accept what he has made her. Ina characteristic revulsion, he lets her find 
him in bed with another woman.... The tone of civilized cruelty does little to lessen the 
pain of this tale; the man may be extreme, but behind him lies the whole solitude of modern 
man whom neither self-knowledge nor philosophy can heal. It is a book almost equally un- 
comfortable and touching, for a perhaps minimal market. (1C:60-6259) (Q) 


March 21 


Syers, William E. Dueil, Sloan & Pearce 
THE SEVEN: Navy Subchaser $4.95 


When Lt. Sam Chance, a newsman in civilian life, tekes over the submarine chaser 
Seven in 1943, he does so with practically no more useable experience than his green, 
fumbling, sea-sick crew. But the intrepid Seven makes out. Ina series of exciting, 
sharply etched adventures, it undergces hardships typifying all the little World War II i 
ships of its class. It fights U-boats off Central America, Japs in the Pacific, unsympa- 
thetic flag officers aboard command ships. In 2 dramatic, movie climax it is boarded by 
Japanese, saved, and then blows up an enemy sub. Characterizations and routine Navy sexual 
campaigns help out, but it is the ection which makes this novel a little more than routine 
stuff. (LC:60-7105) 
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March 21 


Griffin, Gwyn Hoit : 
SOMETHING OF AN ACHIEVEMENT $395 14,75 


A second novel returns to a nameless territory fairly near Jy the Vor: 
Gate (1959), a Northeast African British crown colony, and the small, spiteful world 
of outpost officials who could never have succeeded at home. Such a man is Cecil 
Spurgeon who is now close to fifty and who has only one ambition- "making good" as 
originally posited in his second rate public school beginnings. This accounts for 
his ill-contrived marriage now to the nineteen year old girl, Solange, he meets on 
leave in Alexandria, which he feels will help him to secure the Deputy Commissioner- 
ship a younger man- with a wife and many campaign stars- seems more likely to get. 
Not only do Solange- and her sixteen year old brother- Leon- prove unmanageable, but 
his career is more seriously challenged when he is put in charge of some 150 Jewish 
terrorists after the "unholy time" they have been giving his colleagues in the Holy 
Land, and two of them escape. So does Leon, from the plantation job Cecil has secured 
for him, and so does Solange, to the arms of a Eurasian sailor. And the inevitable 
progression from discomfiture to disgrace to disaster ends ironically, tragically, 
for all except Cecil in a desperate finish... Merciless as much of this is, there are : 
moving moments as well as scenes of sharp drama in this commentary on a fading, fail- 
ing colonialism and the disappointed, limited, frustrated figures who parasitically 
try to ensure its survival. Unfortunately, audience-wise this has proved to be a 
fairly arid arena though it has occasioned some really excellent writing- notably 
Pierre Boulle, Ronald Hardy, and now Gwyn Griffin. 


Braine, John Houghton, Mifflin 
THE VODI $3.75 


This second novel is not as strong a book as vom at the Jop, or indeed as 
its own first half leads the reader to hope it will be, but it continues the promise 
of the first. Dick Corvey is a soft, weak, "sensitive", purposeless young man who in 
his late 20's comes down with TB and during most of the book is working his way back 
to near-realth. He is the very opposite of Braine's opportunist, Joe Lampton, lacking 
all drive and relying since adolescence on his private fantasy of the Vodi to explain 
away every failure. The Vodi are full of contempt for the good and love the wicked 
and make them prosper. It is Dick's attitude of lack of accomplishment and responsi- 
bility which brings him to the sanitarium, flat on his back. This part of the novel 
is very well handled, making dramatic Dick's self-pity and aimlessness, a difficult 
feat. It is his redemption through love for one of his nurses that is soft and uncon- 
vincing, spotlighting the sentimentality which was the weakness of the earlier book. 
Nevertheless, there is some very good stuff here, the fantasy of the Vodi with its 
accompanying satire, the pictures of youth in industrial and mining Britain, the at- 
mosphere of the pubs where the young veterans of World War II idled away their time, 
and Dick himself. There is an indication that Braine may be building up a gallery of 
post-war portraits, and he is certainly a young novelist to watch. (LC: 60-5147) 


March 23 


Glyn, Anthony Harcourt, Brace 
I CAN TAKE IT ALL $3.95 


The grandson ».f Elinor Glyn carries on her traditional theme of sex and 
love, but his hand is lighter, his tone more satirical, and the whole adds up to a 
somewhat sophisticated approach to national differences and national roots...The hero, 
Adam, works for an English timber company with mills in Canada, Nigeria, Burma and 
Finland. When he goes to Finland on a checking trip, he ‘encounters a gorgeous aluminum 
blonde, a successful comic strip artist. Adam finds himself in a complex social situa- 
tion with the Swedish-Finns and the Finnish-Finns- and his story has faint echoes of 
the almost forgotten Jerome, or The Latitude of Love. There is a flashback to Adam's 
days in Paris, even a brief trip to British Guiana. Love, which is pretty naughty at 
first, turns out to be true love and ends in marriage. And the international timber 
business may excite those who are more interested in timber than in sex. It has its 
bright and funny moments. (LC: 60-7428) 
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March 23 


Searls, Hank Harper = 
THE CROWDED SKY $3.95 


Less visceral than The Big X - this still builds purely popular and mostly 
masculine entertainment on the still shaky business of keeping a plane up in the air and 
it is Searls' technical know-how which keeps the flight-time here convincing and urgent. 
Behind the throttle of a Navy jet is experienced Dale Heath, heading East to Jean whom he 
loves, leaving behind him his daughter, Anne, whom he also loves, and who is as much the 
victim as he is of Cheryl who had hooked him into marriage. On another commercial flight, 
Ed Benedict, a doctor, who has always believed his patients equal to the whole truth, is 
about to tell his wife that the operation she has just had revealed a fatal malignancy. 
At the Air Traffic Control board, the operative is anxious about his wife- about to have 
her first child. All these personal matters fill in the time which precedes the collision 
between the two planes due to circumstantial incalculables (Heath's radio isn't transmit- 
ting properly- his fuel is too low to maintain the altitude he should- etc.) - And as 
Heath makes the deliberate, suicidal climb to save the other plane, the DC-7 gets down 
safely.... Not quite as smooth as Ernest Gann, but a younger touch, this is for that 
audience- and Literary Guild selection for April should help the take-off. (LC:60-7551) 


Street, James & Tracy, Don Lippincott 
PRIDE OF POSSESSION $3.75 


The Biscuit Eater is probably James Street's best loved book, so it is news 
that there is a posthumous short novel in which "twin-uns"- a pair of mutt pups, part boar 
hound - feature largely. There is skillful handling of a twelve year old's problems of 
coming to terms with comparative poverty after having known nothing but lavish living- of 
his adjustment to the loss of the father he adored, and in a fashion that left Kiah, the 
boy, with a pervading sense of guilt - and of his alternate resentment of his mother, and & 


possessive jealousy of her. The "twin-uns", Grits and Gravy, were owned by an Indian 
comrade of Kiah's, and would have been forbidden Kiah had his mother known anything about 

it, so Hooty, the Indian boy, was keeping them, and only "Pudding", a girl who formed the 

third of the triangle, shared the secret. The youngsters started the hopeless task of 

training the pups for the goal Kiah had set himself, to find and kill the boar that had 

killed his father. It is a first rate boy and dog story; an excellent handling of adoles- 
cent philosophy; a sympathetic treatment of the adults concerned. Only the somewhat too 

a my 5 aaa ending keeps it from sustaining the warmth and emotional values to the end. 
LC: 60-7439 


March 24 


Frisch, Max Abelard-Schuman 
HOMO FABER $3.95 


Homo Faber, a Swiss bachelor nearing fifty, cool, analytical, a man of science, 
embarks on a business journey. But through a freak encounter and a plane accident in the 
Mexican desert, he comes upon Joachim, the husband of Hanna, his childhood sweetheart. 

s Joachim, hideously dead in the desert, is the victim of despair, a suicide. Shortly after- 
ward, on the way to Europe, Homo falls in love with Sabeth, a twenty-one year old girl. 
An accident on the coast of Greece in which Sabeth is bitten by an adder brings the couple 
to Athens and Sabeth's mother, who, incidentally, is Hanna. Believing that the girl will 
survive, Hanna informs Homo that he is her father; butSabeth does not survive. She dies 
as the result of a fracture incurred when, in panic at having been bitten she recoils, from 
Homo's outstretched hand and falls backward over a ledge. Torn between guilt and love for 
Hanna, Homo decides to marry her, but there, amidst the ruins of Hanna's life, his own, and 
his child's, he, too, is victim of his own mortality, and prepares to die, convinced that @ 
having existed, he is eternal. Reminiscent of Camus' Zhe Stranger, this is a novel of 
suspense and depth, but for those who have recognized the author's J’m Wot Stiller as an 
existentialist work of unusual merit, the contrived situation and mechanical resolutions of 
the plot will be somewhat anti-climactic. (LC:60-5123) 
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March 24 \"| 


Ishion, Deborah Doubleday 
GIRL SINGER: A TWO-PART INVENTION $3.95 


Anna-Lou Schreckengost of New Bethel, Pennsylvania, is plain, orphaned and 
endowed with a small and pleasant singing voice. It is this voice which catapults 
her from the ribbon counter at the five and dime to the front pages of the fan 
magazines. For, with the giant machinery of Sid Harper's record company to grind, 
chisel and mold her into the "girl next door" whom every full blooded American loves, 
with the aid of echo chambers and slick bands she becomes a number one record star 
and a young lady convinced of every lie she reads about herself. Her imagination 
takes hold of her and nearly leads her to annhilation as she defies the organization 
and takes off to Hollywood where she is mocked and ignored. Recalcitrant, she returns 
to New York, a frantic, tense version of herself, singing for her life and awaiting 
the sure fate which will lead her, clad in mink, back to the ribbon counter of the 
five and dime. Written both from the heroine's point of view and Harper's, this novel 
manifests a certain amount of technical facility, but is essentially a rather thin 
reiteration of a statement which has been made even more depressingly and, since it 
seems to be the intention of this genre to depress, more effectively, in Tennessee 
Williams' The Actress. (1LC:60-7875) 


Tute, Warren Little, Brown 
LEVIATHAN $4.95 


A relative newcomer in the role of lively teller of tales of the sea- Zhe 
Rock- a Morrow-Sloane publication last May, his initial foray- Warren Tute once again 
makes his background factors influence his story. This time he has told the story of 
a giant liner, launched on the Clyde, and destined to dominate the tourist lanes. 
How the idea of the great ship obsesses all connected with her- the designer, the big 
mogul of the Company that owns her, the Company's General Manager, the man who became 
her captain, the purser, to whom this appointment was peak of his career, the girl 
who had initiative enough to break away from her family and get herself the job of 
“purserette", the officers and the crew- to one and all /eviathan was almost human in 
the demands she made. This writer digresses from the routine Grand Hotel techniques 
to tell his story in terms of the ship first, her personnel second. But Susan, the 
"purserette" and her romances provide a slender thread of emotional interest, and the 
successive achievements and disasters that the ship is heir to provide the pace of the 
story. The war comes; one catches something of its effect, through the detachment of 
the phoney war period to the violence of conversion to a troop ship and the menace of 
the Atlantic crossings; but it is in the final disaster- the death of Leviathan, even 
more than the wholesale destruction of the people aboard here, that marks finis to a 
dramatic, superbly told story. Warren Tute has the mark of a potential Forester. 


Stinnett, Caskie Random House 
OUT OF THE RED $3.95 


A brand new government bureau is set up to deal with a group of so-called 
anti-Communist refugees who take refuge in Washington after one annual revolution in 
the Caribbean island of Equatoria. They are all fakes and free-loaders, but red-tape 
prevents this simple fact from ever being discovered. Malcolm West, a reasonably 
young bureaucrat working in the new bureau, finds his conscience aroused from time to 
time as he races around trying to pull departmental chestnuts out of a series of 
fires. But he stifles his conscience in the curvesome arms of a well-built female 
assistant, the lovely and marriage-minded Adoracion Ruiz. And in a frantic climax 
he agrees to marry her as the bureau, instead of collapsing when the refugees do a 
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e, actually expands to take care of a new bunch from a neighboring country. 
This is supposed to be a fast and frenetic farce-satire, but for the most part it staggers 
from one exaggerated and unbelievable situation to another. The author generates noise a» 
but little sense. Consequently the humor seems strained and the novel as a whole unsa- 


tisfactory. But there is always a good market for humor, and this will probably be mo- 
derately successful. (LC:60-5614) 


guick fad 





March 25 


Savadove, Laurence Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE SOUND OF ONE HAND $3.95 


The hero of this book, Endicott, a socialite sculptor from New York, loses an 
eye after the war at the hands of a vengeful Japanese. Shocked, he settles down in Tokyo 
with a prostitute and then in a village with a beautiful and devoted young girl. Pitted 
against him is Renatti, an obsessive observer who demands an object more strong than hinm- 
self on which to focus. And Endicott, impeded by confusion, but essentially powerful, is 
the perfect object. The two men act upon each other until finally Endicott understands 
the extent of his own strength and in this realization is no longer an expatriate, but a 
man who chooses to live in Japan, no longer a dependent on his mistress, but the master 
of a devoted woman. Aside from some interesting details on Japan, this allegory of the 
hunter within is turgidly told and the characters fail to reach, at any point, a level 
beyond that of the literary symbol. Mathematically convincing, the search of Endicott 
for Endicott is slow, tortuous, and in its most dramatic moments, depressing. (LC:60- 
5456) 


March 28 


Barba, Harry Macmillan com 
FOR THE GRAPE SEASON $4.50 


A good deal of the story of this book is startlingly improbable- but it is 
this seme unworldly quality which also produces some scenes and personalities of consi- 
derabie emotional power. A group of Armenians, their children, and a stallion come to 
a small Vermont town to help with the grape harvest. The town distrusts these aliens- 
but is talked into accepting them by the widow of the town minister. Most of these 
scenes involving the Vermonters are quite stiff- but those in which the Armenians appear 
are very different and exotically flavored with tribal life. The core of the book con- 
cerns the courtship by bachelor Bedros, the owner of the stallion, of a widowed farm woman 
with a mute daughter. It provides a love story with an extraordinarily touching, rough 


quality- as if the reality of the two characters emerged in spite of themselves, the writing, 
and the differences of cuiture and customs. There is a secondary love affair which comes 

to a climax during Bedros' splendid wedding, and it is capped by an incredible flood which 
reveals a secret about the town which is supposed to make it accept both interracial mar- 


riages. But if the town, and the reader, cannot accept Bedros without miracles- it is too 
bad. He is a fine creation. (LC:60-68h3) 





March 29 






Hlasko, Marek - | | \ ‘ Dutton 
WHERE THE-DEVIL SAYS GOOD NIGHP- $3.95 


In this his third distinguished novel to be translated from his native Polish, 
Hiasko has told a moving story of desperate men who drive trucks of logs in the Polish Pa 
winter mountains. The trucks are rattletrap, with bad clutches, bad brakes. The govern- 

ment promises of new trucks are never fulfilled. One after another, the truckmen crash 

off snowy hills to death. To the barracks comes a Party Agent with his wife - both serve 
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as catalysts in the already disturbed camp. The loggers are men, some with criminal 
records, who cannot get jobs elsewhere. A woman in their midst is disastrous, in- 
flammatory. And the central theme of the novel is the complex interrelationships, 
the desperation that emerges. There is brutality, poetry, grim humor, compassion 
here, and the writing is strong, clean cut, though not shying away from the crudity 
which is integral to the characters. While the plot thread is tenuous, the end 
result is a first rate novel that demands attention. LC: 60-5982) 


March-28 ‘7 > 


de Capite, Raymond McKay 
THE COMING OF FABRIZZE $3.50 


Italian-Americans, first generation, here create their own patterns in 
their section of Ohio when Augustine imports his 20 year old nephew, Cennino Fabrizze, 
to work on the railroad. For Fabrizze, with his shining leadership, his ability to 
stop mutiny, to prosper, to establish a store, and to bring alive everything that he 
touches, creates a new atmosphere for his fellow immigrants. They try to find him a 
wife but he marries Grace and they are joined by the mysterious Vivolo, whose know- 
ledge of the workings of the stock market sets Fabrizze off on a new language and a 
skyrocketing profit for himself and all their friends. When the crash comes the 
neighbors still bear Fabrizze no ill will even though he vanishes for he makes ef- 
forts to repay their investments. But it is the warmth, color and excitement of his 
presence that they miss - and pray to have again. A chorale of voices, stories, 
incidents and experiences, this is an intoned memorial of the Abruzzi mountain people 
who finda summer of "mad content" the climax of a newcomer's influence in their 
Americanization, and it echoes daily doings as well as national and emotional in- 
heritances. Although of particular interest to Italian-American readers, the warmth 
and buoyancy here speaks to all. 

March ?? 


Derleth, August Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE HILLS STAND WATCH $3.50 


A novel of mid-19th century Wisconsin when it was still a territory follows 
not only the course of David Pengellen's marriage to Candace but also the fortunes 
of the immigrant Cornish miners around Mineral Point. Candace, raised in the East, 
is very much a stranger to her neighbors' foreign ways and, lonely and depressed by 
the imprisoning Mounds, finds in worldly Lt. Nathaniel Parr much to attract her while 
David, aware of Candace's failure to adjust, is solaced by the orphaned Tamson. 
Through Indian threats, raids, dangers at the lead mines, the coming of statehood and 
the prosperity that is perhaps to be doomed by the discovery of gold in California, 
Parr pursues Candace and finally persuades her to run off with him. David and Tamson 
follow them and are unable to save them when Candace drowns and Parr is killed in a 
prairie fire. A definitely regional book, this documents a place while leisurely, 
ornately telling its familiar story. (LC: 60-5450) 


Cayrol, Jean fii Putnam 
FOREIGN BODIES »*! \X $3.50 Y 


A curious jerky calm pervades the beginning of this book. It purports to 
be the life story of a French farm boy, how he grew, how he left home...but the facts 
selected are odd, the important ones are glossed over. And to whom is he telling 
this story? And why? From what vantage point? As the story continues, it becomes 
increasingly full of queer lapses and self-corrections , of protestations of innocence 
coupled with admissions of guilt for small crimes. From being merely a servant, he 
becomes a war-time profiteer. He gloats over his wealth, his mistress' furs; he is 
asked to shelter a wife-murderer...But now he is an old man, happily married to his 
onetime mistress; their children are grown; what he said about his early life is a 
lie. It was this way--No this way...The "Foreign Bodies" - ie. the stories about his 


” 
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life, his mistresses, his wealth, become more fantastic and detailed, but each is 
eventually, helplessly, followed by denial and a different "truth", that in its turn may 
be denied. In the end, he is briefly revealed as a young man who has just killed his 
mistress and is waiting for the arrival of the police. But is this, then, "the truth"? 
Possibly ail is merely the terrible hallucination of a man seeking escape from guilt and 
death. There are eerie overtones:- all life is an invention to hide guilt; a waking 
nightmare of mirrors, probabilities, trapdoors, ended only by the knocking at the door. 
Either way, it has a queer, exhilarating effect on the reader, like a detective story 
read in a drug addict's dream. But what the market? An elusive one at best. (LC:60-6081 ) 


SUDDEN EXITS 
March 11 


Nichols, Fan Simon & Schuster 
BE SILENT, LOVE $2.95 


People who have crippled themselves - Kay Hubbard with her subjection to married 
David Drake; David by his determination not to jeopardize his business career; and Bill 
Webb, math teacher and football coach, whose past mistakes in sport still scar - bound 
together in a hit and run killing are an uncommendable - but understandable - trio. A 
boy's death severs Kay and David's relationship, and David, running, kills again, turns on 
_ =) writes his own finis. This author's earlier The Loner carried more impact. (IC: 
0-6102 


March 17 


Curtis, Peter Doubleday 
THE DEVIL'S OWN $3.50 


* Miss Deborah Mayfield's post, offered by Canon Thorby, as headmistress of a 
small English day school, seems a lovely haven after twenty years in Africa at a mission- 
but even darker incidents take place there. Her worst fears and fancies (involving her 
children) are dismissed by the Canon who also threatens her dismissal if she continues 
probing; an "accident" threatens to end her interference, but she returns there, her 
mind still clouded but her resolution firm, to expose some evil-eyed practices.... Opulent 
storytelling (by Norah Lofts) should seduce and possess the reader too. (1C:60-7876) 


March 21 


Stern, Richard Scribner 
THE SEARCH FOR TABATHA CARR $3.75 


Tabatha Carr, if she can be located within two months, will inherit a million 
and a half dollars, and Willard Robbins, a young lawyer, is sent to find her- in Europe- 
where before long he has every reason to believe she is working for Communist agents. 

Her brother and his wife prove to be unsuspected enemies of Tabatha's- along with those 

who would keep him from finding her and murder in order to do so-- But the trail, an at- 
tractive itinerary, leads from Paris to Vienna to the Tyrol for the final identification. 
Sleek to sensuous touches for suspense, while not too devious a diversion. (1C:60-7344) 


March 25 


Fremlin, Celia Lippincott 
UNCLE PAUL $3.75 


* An urgent wire brings Meg, a steady sort, to the holiday spot where her older 
sister, Isabel, is vaguely, evasively anxious, while her still older stepsister, Mildred, 


is awaiting the second coming (from jail) of Uncle Paul, the charming young man she had 
married in her youth only to learn that he was a bigamist and a murderer. At first 
immune to Isabel's tears and Mildred's fears,Meg too succumbs to the doubts raised and 
suspicions alarmed which even involve her own young man, the improvident, impudent Freddy... 
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Skittish moments modify the sheer suspense of fhe “ours Sefore Jay, and it's again 
an original entertainment, with unexpected turns and fine touches. (LC: 60-639) 
March 28 
Nye, Nelson Macmiiian 
THE WOLF THAT RODE $2.95 
Nelson Nye knows his Old West- and writes his sagas of times past too seldoin 
to find himself in a groove of routine westerns. His firste /'¢ “vrver o° juboc-was 
1947; Long Run came twelve years later. Now with fre Wol* Pict Vode he proves his 


ability to do a hard riding, fast shooting, violent story of the kinds of wars that 
were waged to establish cattle empires, when Arizona was still a territory. A some- 
what involved and intricate pattern and cast of characters tells the story of how a 
renegade brother came back to claim his right to prove himself a man- and found his 
sister sitting in the driver's seat in an unenviable role of dictator on a grand scale. 
Better written than the run of the mill western. (LC: 60-7283) 


u n " -— t | . 7 ! 


March 1 


Eden, Anthony Houghton, Mifflin 
FULL CIRCLE $6.95 
* A brilliant achievement in political and diplomatic memoirs, this sets be- 
fore the reader the inside story of the vital events of Sir Anthony Eden's years in 
office as Foreign Secretary under Sir Winston Churchill, as Premier througn the Suez 
crisis and its aftermath. At no point - from the San Francisco conference on - was 
he unaware of the menace of the Soviet to Allied unity and world peace. He highlights 
the steps that have been taken to hold the balance, notably the Berlin airlift, the 
strengthening of NATO. He views the situation on a world scale - the situation in 
China, in Korea; the ambivalent position of India; the surge of Afro-Asian nationalism; 
the mounting tensions, in Malta, in Cyprus and particularly in the Middle Fast, with 


cs sion 


which events come to a head in this volume. Wisely he does not descriiic tre work of 

the Foreign Office chronologically, but deals with important issues se: [e@iv. tnough 
never in a vacuum. He makes Britain's position tenable in relation sas aaias cel tnd acee 
tion, to a European army, to Germany and particularly Berlin- west and east. ‘Witnout : 


becoming bitter, he analyzes successive instances of Washington's insensitivity to 
realistic conditions until- with the long struggle to solve the Suez crisis, Britain 
was forced to act in concert with France to save an untenable situation. Harlier, 

the situation in Indo-China had shown how difficult were Washington's delays, contra- 
dictions and private negotiations. But Suez epitomized everything Eden recognized 

and feared:- the rise of a dictator with aspirations to control the whole Middie East; 
the chance for the Soviet to ride the crest of western uncertainties. Nasser's seizure 
of the Canal and repudiation of all international agreements, his violent aggressions 
against Israel, Russia's stepping into the breach when the western powers witidrew 
from the Aswan Dam project, supplying funds and arms to strengthen Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia - and the reluctance of the U.N. and the U.S.A. to oppose Nasser with economic 
or political measures, forced the hand of France and England. Israel, rather than 
leave to Nasser a choice of time and place, attacked in repudiation of brutal raids; 
France and England- after months of trying every alternative- combined on a police 
action to insure the internationalization of the Canal and a stop to Nasser's over- 
weaning ambitions. Only the future will show what withdrawal under pressure just at 
the point of victory will cost the western powers. Today Nasser is again in complete 
control of Suez; the promises made Israel are a dead letter; there is no common plan, 
policy or propaganda in the western position... Eden manages to sustain an objective 
approach to inflammatory issues and to make of it all absorbing recapitulation and 
assessment of history experienced. Important- interesting- challenging, but will i 
it be read? ¥ 
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February 19 


Adams, Ansel & Newhall, Nancy David McKay-The Sierra Club . 
THIS AMERICAN EARTH $15.00 


A signal contribution to the cause of conservation of our national scenic 
resources and as beautiful a group of photographs of the American scene as could be con- 
ceived. The text, by Nancy Newhall,has that rare combination of an idea sustained and 
strengthened by the poetic beauty of a rhythmic text. The end result is a unity of 
concept, execution and dedication. Adams has been capturing the wilderness with his 
camera for years, and while the majority of the superb photographs are Far Western in 
locale, there is a breadth of vision that contains the depredation of man against nature 
whether the scene be city slums, agricultural wastelands or mountain vastnesses. The 
‘Sierra Club which backed the venture, was founded by John Muir for the purpose to which 
this book is contributed. 


February 24 


Braithwaite, E. R. Prentice-Hall 
TO SIR, WITH LOVE $3.50 


* The author, a Negro from British Guiana, educated in the U. S., employed in 
South America, with post-graduate work in Great Britain, and RAF crew in World War II, 
experienced two years of rebuff, prejudice and discrimination in post-war London, and- 
disillusioned, his faith in the English way of life betrayed, finally applied for a 
teaching assignment. A secondary school in London's East End was to be merely a job but 
the challenge of the 26 girls and 20 boys who were his pupils turned his work into a 
labor of love. At the beginning he found not only the class but the school's non- 
punishing and informal methods odd, frightening -and embarrassing; he suffered teacher- 
baiting uneasily but put down his pupils' efforts to break him with cold firmness and Ee] 
conquered their resistance to definite standards of courtesy, cleanliness and study. 
Feeling increased responsibility to the boys and girls who were to be graduated, he 
entered more and more into their personal lives and had the rewarding knowledge, before 
they left, that he had gained devoted friends. More, his love for the white teacher, 
Gillian, was returned and a marriage promised. A microcosm of the racial issues, this 
taking place before the invasion of British colonials never ignores the squalid background 
of the children and their inbred prejudices, and, in its intimate disclosure of a Negro 
faced with equality unpracticed,is a dramatic picture of discrimination. This will be 
a strong dose for some. (LC:60-6422) 


February 28 


Heilbroner, Robert L. Harper 
THE FUTURE AS HISTORY $4.00 


Subtitled- "The historic currents of our time and the directions in which they 
are taking America" - this is a sober and disturbing analysis which challenges the inertia 
of our assumptions that the past defines the future and that we can control history. We 
are in a state either of defensive insecurity or of unwarranted optimism. Mr. Heilbroner 
explores the currents of our times, their roots in the past, the direction they are taking 
us. We must recognize that our mastery is now challenged - our philosophy has become too 
parochial for today's realities. The impact of the bomb; the modern machinery of war; 
the revolutionary extension of political aspirations of underdeveloped nations and the 
degree to which collectivism is espoused by most of them; the attractions of authority 
with the examples of the Soviet and China offering a far more convincing alternative than * 
democracy. Communism is today playing the role Capitalism did in the 17th and 18th 
centuries; we are failing to offer efficacious and speedy alternatives to what they offer. 
A quick survey of socialism as evidenced in Europe reveals collective society and economic 
goals of national scope. What is the American position? He poses the case for and against 
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the overall growth of capitalism and concludes that to save our role in history ‘e 
must accept some measure of planning, determine the kind ars ~.e¢ direction or we may 
acquire economic abundance at the cost of a society of con :21. The dilemma is 4 
bitter one; the solution he envisions will be fiercely resisted; our optimism is no 
longer a virtue but a dangerous delusion. He closes with a plea for fortitude and 
understanding if we are ultimately to assure the kind of economic responsibility 

we want. Not a book to be read lightly. 


February 28 
Simmons, Kenneth W. Nelsen 
KRIEGIE $3.95 


It is surprising that- in view of the many stories of internment in the hands 
of the Germans- and in view of the fact that Mr. Simmons is no more than a workaday 
writer- his prisoner of war record is as steadily interesting as it is. Much of it is 
due to the small details of everyday existence in Stalag Luft II where Simmons, an 8th 
Air Force flier, was a kriegie after he had been forced to bail out over Germany. The 
strict security system the prisoners set up, as well as the trading post with the 
goon guards, the private projects- from forging to tunnelling (and a unique dirt dis- 
posal device-- the latrines), the bridge games for a fifth of a cigarette a point, 
the diary Simmons kept- on toilet paper (only to lose it on the last lap home), a one 
man escape- all this is consistently intriguing and precedes the last weeks of actual 
physical suffering and stress on the "death march" into Germany when many died just 
before their liberation. At this point, "God became known to every man" and faith 
did most to sustain them- as it becomes here a prominent part in the final chapters 
of these experiences. Faith also, the author's "sincere religious" convictions, is } 
the publisher's hope of reaching an audience at this late date. 


Announcing for February 29 


Shotwell, James T. Bobbs-Merrill 
THE LONG WAY TO FREEDOM $7 .50 


-»-ovut for this reader, a short way to blindness which no one of us here can 
risk. In the interests of condensation for advance readers, the publishers tell us, 
640 pages have been photo-offset down to a more manageable size- the result the 
promised 10-pt. Caledonia reduced to an estimated /-pt. and the interlinear space } 
in proportion. We resign: All we can do for you is to pay tribute to the author, 
and his goal, and to summarize the table of contents to give you some idea of the 
book's scope and handling. The author begins with the chapter Before ‘i1story in which 
he deals with the “human animal" and the beginnings of religion; he concludes with a. 
discussion of the formation of the U.N. Between these two extremities he traces the 
fate of the concept of freedom in Asia, The Greek City States, the early Church, the 
Holy Roman Empire, The Church of the Middle Ages, in the origins of the National State, 
in the Rise of Capitalism, during the Renaissance and Reformation, the continental 
and American revolutions, under Communism, during the World Wars, in the Yew Asia 
and Africa and specifically in the United States - from laissez Faire to the New Free- 
dom. In a Conclusion the author reaffirms freedom as the summum bonum and warns 
against the confusion of democracy and freedom. (LC: 60-7143) 
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McManus, Virginia ; Putnan 
NOT FOR LOVE $3.95 


Virginia McManus achieved a certain notoriety in October of 1956 when she 
was arrested in New York and sensationally headlined as the "schoolteacher-turned- 
call-girl". She received so much unwarranted publicity at the time that it is not 
difficult to understand why she might wisn to turn some of it to her own uses. But 
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insisting as she does in her book - after she had been caught - that she wants to get 

away and reorganize her life,her motives in hurling herself back into the press are, at 
least, questionable. Miss McManus is quite pretentious; she quotes a good deal of ae 
poetry - significantly Omar Khayyam and Edna St. Vincent Millay - by way of demonstrating, 
presumably, that her education has been of some worth and that she is not insensitive to 
the "world of the mind". It is, in fact, her devotion to the world of the mind which led 
her into prostitution in the first place: sex meant nothing to her; she needed money and 
sex was "merely" a better "business". Her activities took her from Chicago where she had 
taught in a very eccentric school to New York and a rather short-lived career. After she 
was arrested and obviously made an example of she spent three months in the Women's House 
of Detention. A good part of her book is concerned with the "exposure" of the prison's 
shocking conditions, the disreputable habits of the Vice Squad, the wholesale blackmailing 
which wiretapping permits and the general hypocrisy of law-enforcement agents. All of 
this, however, has been dealt with before, though admittedly in a more documentary fashion. 
There is no doubt that her book has dramatic qualities. And, yes, Virginia, there was 

a Polly Adler. (1C:60-8474) 


March 2 


Hadas, Moses Harper 
HUMANISM $3.50 


This stimulating and rather novel exegesis of Greek culture by the May Profes- 
sor of Greek culture is a volume in the World Perspectives series, designed to develop a 
new consciousness which can eventually lift the human race far beyond its present day 
position. Dr. Hadas' particular contribution to the series is to stress the importance 
of individualism in Greek culture, to point out that the Hellenes sought to keep divine 
and human spheres apart, and so release man to achieve the highest human excellence of - 
which he is capable. As paramount examples he uses Homer and Thucydides’ version of 
Pericles. And if he stresses the rational element in Greek culture at the expense of 
others, this is a tonic approach. The author claims that this individualism was submerged 
by the Roman state and lost in the other-worldliness of Christianity, especially during 
the Middle Ages. The Renaissance brought it to the surface again and it has been the 
guiding influence in the modern world.... A thought-provoking book, full of sound scholar- 
ship and controversial interpretation. (LC:60-7525) 


March 3 


Anthony, Edward Doubleday 
THIS IS WHERE I CAME IN $4.50 


The author, former publisher of Collier's and the Woman's Home Companion, has 
written a light, anecdotal autobiography in which more famous names are mentioned per 
square inch of page than in probably any other similar book on the market. Actually, 
this is to be expected, for in Mr. Anthony's busy life as a journalist, author, editor, 
screen writer, public relations consultant, and publisher, meeting and becoming the friend 
of many noted persons has been something of a necessity. Mr. Anthony's life is an 
American success story. He was born of immigrant parents in very humble circumstances. 

His early years were spent in the streets of New York. He was, what we call today, a 

juvenile delinquent, for he took part in gang wars and street chases, and was hauled before 
the judge at least three times. But he grew out of that. An interest in writing and 
publicity directed him toward the newspaper, book and magazine world, and there Mr. 

Anthony has gone up the ladder about as far as anyone could go. His anecdotes are myriad, 

and his stories that cover the last forty years give colorful personal glimpses of recent * 
history which will make pleasant and evocative reading for those who have lived through 

the same times. Index. (LC:60-7941) 














January 15, 1960 Non-fiction «ji. 


wasge 4 fey 


Pope, Edwin Doubleday 
BASEBALL'S GREATEST MANAGERS $3.95 


These are the truly great, chosen from the polling of 76 sports writers, 
gr.i they go from A back to A:- from the days of Cap Anson down to Los Angeles' 
Dodgers' Alston. In between, among many others, we find McGraw of the Giants, Frank 
Chance of the Pittsburgh Pirates, Connie Mack of the Philadelphia Athletics, Joe 
McCarthy, Miller Huggins, Casey Stengel- all of the Yankees, and Leo Durocher of the 
Giants and the Brooklyn Dodgers. The author, a sports writer for over 30 years, has 
vaught the spirit of these men and shows how each one ran his team. Their character- 
.2tics- as well as their systems- were very different, but one basic characteristic 
was there- the will to win, no matter- within reason- what the price. These men come 
alive and old friends of baseball and new will recall with delight the great of the 
past and the managers of recent champs. Each section concludes with the individual 
manager's yearly record, plus the World Series. (LC: 60-7888) 


March 7 


Rutledge, Archibald Bobbs-Merrill 
THE WORLD AROUND HAMPTON $4.50 


Here, stemming from My Colonel and His Lady and “ome by the River and the 
roots of the Hampton Plantation, is the yearly pageant of the Santee Delta country 
in stories of the outdoors. The signals of spring, the events of summer, the flags 
of autumn and the flood and quiet of winter. Stories of boar hunting - and hounds, 
of catching and killing diamondback rattlers, of a stag hunt, accompany those of the | 
disappearance of a little girl, of a king snake battling a diamondback, ‘of the Negroes ; 
with whom the author has lived all his life. The cypress, live oaks, rice fields, the ' 
pines, the savanna, the river and the ocean are a background for all the wild life | 
with which Rutledge is so familiar and of which he writes so warmly. For his many 
followers this will be a welcome addition to the earlier South Carolina landscapes. . 


(LC: 60-7155) 


Billias, George Athan Holt ; 
GENERAL JOHN GLOVER AND HIS MARBLEHEAD MARINERS $5 .50 t 


Carefully documented and refreshingly free from fictionalization, this book 
by a University of Maine professor tells of the exploits of a "minor but able" Revo- 
lutionary War general, John Glover, a "tough little terrier" of a man, and the 4th 
Continental Regiment, his Marblehead Mariners. In 1776, when he was 44, Glover re- 
cruited his amphibious regiment of fishermen and sailors from Marblehead, his native 
town, and nearby Massachusetts ports; taking part in the Battle of Long Island in f 
August, 1776, and trapped, together with Washington and 9000 men, by the British on 
Brooklyn Heights, Glover and his Mariners saved both his commander and his army by 
ferrying them at night across the East River to Manhattan. After fighting in various 
engagements, one of them the almost forgotten Battle of Pelham Bay, Glover's Mariners 
again acted as ferrymen on the stormy Christmas night of 1776, when they rowed Wash- & 
ington through the ice-floes of the Delaware to defeat the Hessians at Trenton. When 
their term of enlistment expired most of the Mariners went home, but Glover stayed 
with the Army until 1782, when he retired on half-pay, replenished his diminished 
fortune, entered politics, and died in 1797 at the age of 65. Telling far more of ' 
the Revolution than the mere exploits of Glover and his Mariners, this solidly- 
written book is an important contribution to the background of the War for Inde- 
pendence. Not for the amateur historian, it will be welcomed by specialists in 
Revolutionary history, and particularly by New Engladers. Illustrated. Bibliography. 
Index. (LC: 60-6602) 
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March 7 


Krasnov, N. N., Jr. Holt e 
THE HIDDEN RUSSIA $5.00 


"My Ten Years as a Slave laborer" - "with our own hands... building the social- 
ism we abhor" is an extensive account of the years 1945-1955 after Yugoslavian Nikolai 
Krasnov, his father, his grandfather- an eminent Cossack General and writer, and his uncle 
were arrested by the English and turned over (a bitter betrayal ) to the Russians. From 
the particulars of his own experiences in prisons and labor camps, the deadly isolation 
of a box cell, the meaningless- endless interrogations, the privations, the brutalities, 
this also gives a broader view of the "ironclad existence” in Soviet Russia and expresses 
faith in its people anxious for both the freedom and the justice they have been denied. 
His last visit with his grandfather- who was executed, and with his father who could not 
survive the ten year travail; his complete loss of contact with his wife and mother from 
the day of his arrest; the most terrible times (1949 on) of liquidation and the death of 
a good friend; the period of remission and change after Stalin's death brought, finally, 
his liberation, his return to the free world, and his wife- in Buenos Aires. Impassioned 
in tone, this extends beyond personal experience to the evidence of other ways of life 
within the police state and as such has a meaning and a message beyond one individual's 
internment. Whether it will find a captive American audience seems debatable. 


Sexton, Anne Houghton Mifflin 
TO BEDLAM AND PART WAY BACK ad t Hl $3.00 


This sequence of poems tells the painful and dramatic story of a girl's unhappy 
love affair, the birth of an illegitimate child, a cure in a mental institute, and the re- 
sumption of her life with her mother and the child. The poems are skillful, exact and 
relentlessly realistic. Their impact is very strong. It is fair to assume that while this S 


is not an exact life experience, there is a basic groundwork of related situations. Anne 
Sexton's poems have appeared in the WVew Yorker, the Hudson keview, the Yale Review, etc. 
She has held a Robert Frost Fellowship, and is now married and living with her husband and 
two children in a small Massachusetts town. So great is her skill in handling emotions 
and relating them in words that one can only hope from now on that she will use her talents 
on less morbid aspects of life and with more affirmation. For hers is a talent to be 
noted. (LC:60-5221) 


Moraes, Frank Macmillan 
INDIA TODAY $4.00 


A well-known and widely read Indian journalist (British educated) here gives 
us an enlightening book on the present condition in India. The situation just about 
defies description, for the problems confronting India are as complicated, deep and inso- 
luble as a Chinese puzzle. India is a third the size of the United States, but with 
three times as many people and a budget equal to that of New York City. Her masses live 
on a bare subsistence level, yet they are led by a government steeped in 19th century 
socialist theory. This has made it difficult for the economy even to hold the line on 
the present abominable standard of living, let alone make any significant advances. There 
are other problems besides overpopulation, illiteracy, underdevelopment, and socialist 
planning. There is the Hindu religion, which encourages more dreaming than doing, sacred 
cows, castes, and untouchability. "India, for all her loud-voiced sympathy for the 
underdog", writes the author, "herself needs the softening touch of humanism at home." 
Mr. Moraes examines and discusses all of these problems as well as those pertaining to 
foreign policy and internal Indian politics. He also goes into the question of Nehru's 
possible successor, giving the reader a glimpse of the men who make the most eligible 4 
candidates. As for democracy, Mr. Moraes does not believe that India has quite yet 
arrived. He thinks, however, that after Nehru will come the real test. (LC:60-7086) 
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March 14 


McHenry, E.W., Ph.D. Lippincots 
FOODS WITHOUT FADS $3.50 


A no-nonsense approach to nutrition, by a Professor at the University of 
Toronto, discusses the right selection of foods for health and for pleasure, dis- 
misses prevailing notions (milk is not the pert'ect food), and discards- perhaps too 
suamarily- the connection between certain degenerative diseases (heart- fats) and 
certain foods. The specific nutritional virtues and values of meats, fruits, grains, 
etc., are indicated; so are the proper diets for children, or for adults who are over- 
weight. And people- Gayelord Hauser, Leland Kordel, even Adelle Davies, as well as 
pills- Vitamins, etc.,- are exposed and disposed of. A sound regimen - in few words 
but they are forthright. (LC: 60-6390) 


March 16 


Foster, James R.-/ i. Harper 
* LOVERS; MATES, AND STRANGE BEDFELLOWS $3.30 

In this collection of forty tales from different countries familiar strains 
recollected from childhood stories mingle with fresh and delightful variations. ‘ihe 
theme of love pervades them all, whether it be a man in love with a mercurial sea- 
lady, a white dog in love with a princess, a swan entranced by the king's son. An- 
notated and prefaced by the editor, parallels are drawn between recurring motives, 
and throughout, the reader's interest is held, not only by the inventiveness of 
imagination manifest in the stories themselves, but by the clarity and grace of the 
translations, often those of James R. Foster. (LC: 60-7540) 


Morris, Joe Alex Harper 
NELSON ROCKEFELLER $5 .00 


This is a biography which claims to provide the first inside and intimate 
glimose of Nelson Rockefeller's family background, schooling, business ventures and 
political career. Written in a cloying, adulatory tone the author goes to consider- 
able lengths to demonstrate that Nelson Rockefeller has been unspoiled by money, that 
he is deeply religious, tolerant, ambitious and aggressive though democratic, tnat he 
is, in short, a regular fellow, - as he manifested at Dartmouth, for example, by peing 
"as sloppy as anyone on campus". Morris discusses the Rockefeller children's con- 
scientious upbringing, their abstemious way of life; Nelson's marriage to Mary 
Todhunter Clark - at which time young Nelson was regarded by Philadelphia's Main 
Liners as marrying into the Clark family; his early business experiments; his inter- 
est in South America and his appointment as Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs 
under FDR; his subsequent career in Washington and in San Francisco during the 
formation of the U 3; the foundation of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund; and Nelson's 
campaign for Governor of New York State. In an Appendix the author provides ihe 
Rockefeller Viewpoint on the management of government which is brief and sufficientiy | 
vague to alienate no one. Morris's book is not the place to look for an objective iy 
appraisal of the tentative candidate. Steward Alsop's analysis of Nixon and Rockefeller Hl 
accomplished much more within more defined limits. (LC: 60-7534) | 


patho. ee 


Berger, Meyer Random House 
MEYER BERGER'S NEW YORK Bu .G5 


fn 


* This collection of the columns that appeared in The New York Times from 1953 
to early 1959 makes lively and absorbing reading for inhabitants of The Changing City, | 
for its many short marginal notes together with the longer pieces provide an omnium \ 
gatherum of the people, places and things that make up Manhattan. From trades and 


crafts, hobbies, and unusual personal objectives, to little known buildings, specialized 
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shops, activities, to insects and animals and birds, the trees and flowers. This also 
describes schools, museums, libraries, notes historical links, locates many groups - 

ethnic, foreign, social,- handicapped,- interviews many people and provides fascinating = 
intelligence of the city's out-of-the-way figures and facts. Excellent as a few minutes' 

pick up; and an animated companion for a freshly eyed Manhattan. (1C:60-5556) 


March 16 


Van Paassen, Pierre Scribner 
A CROWN OF FIRE: The Life & Times of Girolamo Savonarola $4.95 


While Savonarola appears as a towering figure in books set against the Flo- 
rentine background of the 15th century (from Romola on), this happens to be the first 
fully rounded biography this reader has encountered. The scope of Savonarola's influence- 
in the political, and for the times international and diplomatic areas, as well as the 
religious and ethical fields- comes as a startling discovery. To Savonarola goes the 
credit for ridding Florence of her tyrants, the Medicis, for building the groundwork and 
the framework of a democracy- far in advance of the times, for changing the social pattern. 
That Florence went through agonies of rebirth, through bloody violence of retribution, 
through reaction as heinous as the moral sewers from which Savonarola sought to rescue 
her- all this is evident, too. But Florence - beloved of Fra Girolamo beyond all else 
except his God - comes alive. One walks the streets, stands in the squares, joins the 
throngs in the churches and the duomo, senses the mercurial moods of the people and joins 
the admiration- if not the adulation- for Savonarola, as one turns the pages. Where Van 
Paassen fails is in holding his focus on the life and times; continually, he- as the 
historian- injects himself, either by bringing the future into his picture, or by commenting- 
somewhat out of context, or by changing his tenses, in a way that makes the reading awkward 
and stumbling. But in the final analysis, he has written a stirring book and recreated a 
vital figure. (1C:60-6335) * 


Wolfert, Ira Simon & Schuster 
AN EPIDEMIC OF GENIUS $4.50 


A finely crafted piece of journalism, by the author of Battle of the Solomons 
and American Guerrilla in the Philippines, this celebrates the American industrial- 
social revolution with such enthusiasm it sometimes touches chords of real lyricism. It 
focuses on our ability to experiment, attack problems, change both nature and man. The 
fight to conquer Oklahoma's dust bowl is a most readable chapter. So are others on 
automation, engineering. From it all a hopeful theme emerges. For it is the author's 
conclusion that man will reach new dignity, freedom and social consciousness through this. 
But in typical Reader's Digest fashion (much of this appeared on those pages) the story 
beams with too much optimism, does not sufficiently consider the negative side of indus- 
ft canast which other intelligent writers find so apparent today. Highly readable. (LC: 

0-6730 


March 17 


Beale, James H. Doubleday 
THE EVERGREENS , $4.50 


The first third of this excellent basic text discusses the two groups:- the 
conifers or narrow-leaved evergreens, and the broad-leaved evergreens, but not until one 
reaches the final section does one realize how many shrubs, vines and low growing rock 
garden plants come under this latter classification. Primary considerations of the 
hardiness, the differing conditions, the adaptability, the effect of exposure and temper- 
ature, the introduction of species from other lands, all are discussed. Then comes the | 
all important subject of care:- how and where to plant, when to plant, what the type of 
soil and how to correct inadequate soil, pruning, watering, care when new, protection 
from winter damage, from mice, etc. There is special advice on rhododendrons, emphasized 
again when the various types of rhododendrons are introduced. The last two thirds of the 
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text is devoted to the individual evergreens, starting with tne narrow leaved coni- 
fers; continuing into the wide range of broad leaved evergreens. Among these- to the 
average reader- familiar names include abelia, vox, daphne, saxifrage, nypericum, the 
big ilex family, jasmine, laurel, privet, magnolia, pyracantha. viburnum, yucca, etc. 
But it is surprising to find included vines such as ivy and noneysuckles; ground covers 
such as pachysandra; herbs such as thyme, rue. Then in a finai section the enormous 
heath family, including andromeda, laurel, rhododendron, pieris, the heathers and so 

on. Illustrated with 5 in color and 38 photographs in black and white. Glossary. Index. 


March 17 
Marvin, H.M., M.D. Doubleday 
YOUR HEART: 4 Handbook for lLay~en $4.50 

The second in Doubleday's new Jayman's fancdboo! “eries is the most intensive 
and extensive discussion of heart disease and its affiliated considerations that has 
appeared. And over and above the treriendous amount of clinical esihnoio7y which is 
made available- it is distinguished by the thoughtfulness of the overall :sovcacn,. the 
care with which present day evidence (statistics, surveys) is evaluated. Dr. Marvin, 
a Past President of the American Heart Association, Professor at Yale University Sehcool 


of Medicine, discusses all the phases of heart disease- 90% of whicn is rheumatic, 
arteriosclerotic or hypertensive; angina, congestive heart failure, the heart attack, 

as well as miscellaneous conditions and irregularities; various therapies- drugs- 

surgery- and rehabilitation. The intangibles and debatables- stress, strain, tobacco, 
overweight, the cholesterol count (not to be discounted) are well considered in the 

light of the most recent studies and findings- anda final chapter is devoted to the 
desirable and undesirable aspects of the doctor-patient relationship.... An excellent [ 
presentation which demands a more intelligent readership than that accustomed to the 
popular oversimplifications of the periodicals- or say Peter Steincrohn. | 


March 18 
Fiedler, Leslie . Criterion 
LOVE AND DEATH IN THE AMERICAN NOVEL $8.50 
* In a collection of essays published in 1955 under the title jin An’ to Inno- 


cence, Leslie Fiedler introduced a complex theme which he examines here in full scale: 
that the American novel differs most radically from its European ancestor and counver- 
part in the failure of our major novelists to deal with adult heterosexuality and . 
their consequent obsession with death, incest and innocent homosexuality. His ap- 
proach is Freudian-Jungian and Marxist to the extent that he has made use of the 
theory that class structure deeply influences, if it does not determine, the obses- 
sive concerns of a literature. He begins with an examination of the concept of 
courtly love --- the introduction of the worship of women in a patriarchal society- 
and he traces the sources of the 18th century convention of sentimental love best 
exemplified in Richardson's novel Clarissa. In dealing with the American novel from 
1789 to 1959 - from Charles Brockden Brown to Faulkner-Fiedler demonstrates, through 
a method which is psychological and sociological, that American fiction has been a 
literature of sexual suppression - "our literature is a gothic fiction, nonrealistic 
and negative, sadist and melodramatic, a literature of darkness and the grotesque in 
a land of light and affirmation". At length he attempts to show how Hawthorne in ; 
The Scarlet Letter, Melville in Moby Dick and Mark Twain in Huckleberry Finn came to 
terms with the Faustian theme they could not evade and created a literature "of the 
first excellence". Obviously there is much in this book that will be disputed if 

the entire theme is not attacked. But whether he is discussing writers as diverse as 
Dreiser, Truman Capote or Herman Wouk, Fiedler brilliantly and convincingly illus- 
trates the fact that "American authors have shyed away from permitting in their i 
fiction the presence of any full-fledged mature women, giving us instead monsters 
of virtue or bitchery, symbols of the rejection or fear of sexuality.” 
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March 21 


Belo, Jane Columbia Univ. Press 
TRANCE IN BALI $7.50 


The trance in Bali, a completely recognized and approved state, is discussed 
here in a highly technical manner. Subjects are described both in and out of trance 
emphasizing that although when in trance they manifest tendencies that Westerners would 
generally consider psychotic, out of trance their behavior is not deviant. An accepted 
phenomenon in Bali, the trance is considered an appropriate manifestation of religious 
experience and often accompanies medical healings. Highly documented, this text gives 
insight into the attitudes and behavior of Bali, a country whose religion is closely 
affiliated with that of India. A scholarly work directed at those readers with more than 
a layman's interest in the field of anthropology. Very specialized. (1LC:60-6545) 


Grant, George P. Hill & Wang 
PHILOSOPHY IN THE MASS AGE $3.00 


A Canadian professor of philosophy creates a book out of his stimulating radio 
lectures over the CBC during the past few years. Moral philosophy--in fact morality 
itself--- juxtaposed against an increasingly pragmatist, amoral North American society, 
is the central concern. Working within the two great tendencies of thought, pre-destina- 
tion and freedom of the will, the historical factors which work against a formalized 
morality and which undermine contemporary society, are examined briefly but succinctly. 
Marxism and its possible uses in the Far East illuminate the argument that it may be the 
East rather than the West which moves toward a societal morality. The need for this kind 
of morality is sounded again and again through the book. So is the shameful lack of it 
in America. A conclusion that we may be at the dawn of a new moral-cultural level will 
leave the occasional reader comforted possibly, but not convinced. (LC:60-8421) @ 


Crowther, Bosley Holt 
HOLLYWOOD RAJAH $5.00 


Bosley Crowther, film critic and author of 7he Lion's Share, once again takes 
advantage of his reputation and familiarity with the Hollywood scene in biographizing 
Louis B. Mayer. In his portrait of the immigrant boy who rose from a junk peddler to be 
one of the richest and most feared men in the United States, one is left with an over- 
powering sense of revulsion. Mayer is exposed, despite Crowther's implications that he 
had a good side,- as a grasping, ruthless individual dedicated to his own ego and to Mammon. 
Although the text is peppered with the occasional name of a star or prominent film per- 
sonality, there is a peculiar lack of lustre to this book, and one feels that Bosley 
Crowther, in his effort to draw a full portrait of the contortion that was Louis B. Mayer, 
has missed the opportunity to present a rich and interesting picture of the man in context 
of his empire. In the light of the limited figure which the author presents, it would 
perhaps have been more appropriate to limit this biography to a short article rather than 
to stretch the inadequacies of the noted millionaire into a full length book. Neither for 
the enthusiast of biography nor the student of Hollywood and films, this book, has at best, 
a mildly morbid, mildly moral appeal. (10:60-6435) 


Moore, Alma Chestnut Macmillan 
THE GRASSES $4.75 


A monograph, almost lyrical in character, devotes a great deal of appreciation 
to (along with the information it concentrates on) the grasses which originally covered ‘3h 
one fifth of the globe, some for every age and climate, some to conserve the land, some 
to beautify it, others to provide necessary foods. Wheat, barley, rice, oats, etc.,and 
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their earliest uses and associations; the "versatile" bamboo and sugar cane; insects 
and blights and their control; erosion- all form a part of this story of the grasses 
which draws on many biblical and historical references, indicates their modern usage 
and importance. For a rather special nature-science market. (LC: 60-5085 ) 


March el 


Henderson, Ernest McKay 
THE WORLD OF "MR. SHERATON" $4.50 


The autobiography of the president of the Sheraton Hotel System is primarily 
devoted to the operation of this chain; it also contains his comments on American 
economy, his philosophy and belief, and gives something of his family life. But the 
story of the Sheraton "empire" is the main line - how he and his partners went from 
foreign exchange to importing, to other interests and finally real estate and hotels, 
and how they added to, "traded" and bought, their original holdings, until today 
there are some 50 or more bearing the name. The battles over the changing of old 
names (the Copley Plaza created a furore), the centralizing of the purchasing in a 
wholesale company, the facts of food and beverages, of the conversion of established 
hotels to modern decoration and facilities, the work of the managers, the training 
of the staffs, the maintenance of price controls, the close attention to expenditures 
in relation to revenue - all these areas have many stories and incidents to color 
the 22 years of this commercial enterprise. A success story with a personal accent, 
this should find a definite market in schools of hotel management, in business circles, 
and among those for whom the Sheraton hotels have a special interest. (LC: 60-7116) 


Calderone, Mary Steichen & Random House 
Goldman, Phyllis & Robert P. $4.95 
RELEASE FROM SEXUAL TENSION 


For that great middle group- somewhere between the disturbed and the satis- 
fied, this is commonsense counseling which covers some of the obstructive factors in 
sexual relationships- many residual from childhood or adolescence. The causes of 
tension are many- from ignorance, fear and misinformation, to fatigue, worry, fear of 
pregnancy, lack of communication. The physiology of sex; infertility; childbirth- 
before and after; frigidity; the divorcee or the widow; the menopause; and sex in the 
later years are all aspects considered and explored- as well as the advisability of 
counseling and where it may be secured for those more deeply distressed. Chiefly for 
an uninitiated audience, this makes available advice on a component of marriage which 
a great many people are still unable to handle or are unwilling to discuss. (LC :60-5562) 


March 24 


Bowen, Walter & Chilton 
Neal, Harry E. $4.95 
THE UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE 


This rather superficial history by its official historian and a former 
assistant chief, traces the Secret Service from its inception in 1865 down to the 
present day. Colorful William P. Wood, the first chief, blazed this long trail with 
most unorthodox warfare against counterfeiters. Following him the interests of the 
Service burgeoned into such areas as an attempted "kidnapping" of Lincoln's body, 
thwarting the Mafia in New York, breaking up inhuman southern prison camps, World 
War I espionage, guarding presidents, and exposing the scandalous Teapot Dome affair 
of the Harding Administration which jailed a cabinet member. Because the authors 
cover sO much ground, none of this is particularly exciting, but all told with care 
for detail. A good government service history. (LC: 60-6407) 
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March 25 


Peterson, James A. Scribner | 
TOWARDS A SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE $3.95 


Marriage- its pitfalls, the necessity of making a mature choice- has been the 
subject of many books for young people and adults. In this text, James Peterson stresses 
the pre-marital period as an interval of great moment. He cautions the young person not 
to be motivated by purely romantic or sexual enthusiasm. He defines the various types of 
love which exist and indicates which makes for a pleasant experience and which for an 
enduring marriage. Status, economics, adjustment, sex, and counseling are all touched 
upon in this text which, though it says nothing particularly new, affirms its moderate and 
mature thesis with conviction and clarity. A sobering experience at a time when marriage 
is approached with the casualness of a prolonged weekend party. (LC:60-6333) 


March 28 


Ritner, Peter | Macmillan 
THE DEATH OF AFRICA $4.95 


A forceful, frightening study of Africa today as she stares at chaos is also 
more demanding reading than John Gunther's /nside Africa and-while essentially it is the 
same problems that emerge- the approach is more drastic and the conclusion is implacable- 
Africa cannot save herself without both foreign aid and guidance (American). "The specter 
of white baas and black boy” is far from laid; for all her abundant charms, she is a 
pauper continent and the population increase has resulted in more and more people who are 
hungrier and hungrier. Here and there are the evidences of imported modernization- the 
new, raw cities, but her people are unready for the Technological Revolution as such. 
While the obsolescent colonial system has had its day, it still is a diehard controlling 
force in certain countries (the healthiest, the Union of South Afrika, and its Afrikaner = 
domination; the Belgian Congo, where they try to handle backwardness with beatings), while 
the twelve newly emergent nations are by no means able to handle their autonomy; i.e. 
Ghana where "Nkrumah is Captain of a nation-ship in the eye of a typhoon"... Ritner, an 
editor of the new publication Current, has spent considerable time in Africa and traveled 
through almost all of her countries and territories; over and above the firsthand infor- 
mation he has acquired, he also has a tremendous background of social-political-economic 
commentary at his command, here mobilized in a disturbing fact-finding and opinion pre- 
sentation which sees no alternative ahead for Africa except revolution, destruction, or 
Chinification. There is no possibility that “things will work themselves out" and he makes 
a strong appeal (along with a concrete program) to America to save a continent ebout to be 
submerged by psychological dislocation, political disruption, economic deprivation. Mr. 
Ritner writes with momentum as well as conviction. (1C:60-7282) 


Jones, Evan- fd Rinehart 
THE FATHER: Letters to Sons and Daughters $3.95 


The letter- "the most personal form in which words may be used with lasting 
effect" is also here an instrument of expression for more than parental precepts- for 
love and an abiding concern, and as such provides varying instructions and insights. 
This selection has been loosely grouped- in sections dealing with the roots of living 
(respect, virtue, duty, etc.), the family circle (marriage, death and birth), the wide- 
ning world to be entered, important occasions, etc. The individual letters have notes 
by the editor to place the circumstances under which they were written and the results 
of their receipt. Martin Luther, Jefferson, Coleridge, William James, Gandhi, Fitzgerald, 
Cromwell, Tolstoy, Mark Twain, and of course Lord Chesterton are just a few of the many 
fond parents who provide anything from small points of firm decorum to wise guidance on - 
universal situations. It is a charming, warming collection. (LC:60-6354) 
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March 30 


Caidin, Martin Dutton 
LET'S GO FLYING: $3.95 


An introduction to, and an argument for, the personal, private plane poy one 
who has flown his own for years, is a hearty sales talk which is persuasive in the 
pleasures to be enjoyed together with the possibilities for economical usefulness in 
business. Concentrating on the single engine models (his is a Tri-Pacer Piper) he 
reviews the advances in communications, navigation, devices, emergency facilities, 
airports, fuel standards; has a long look at accidents - so seldom the fault of the 
machine, so often attributable to a pilot's breaxins tne rules, not using his common 
sense, misjudging the weather, etc., etc.; and considers thecnoosing of flying in- 
struction. Then he goes on to the mechanics of flight and flying in light of what 
he would have liked to know when he began; the makeup of a plane, the instrument 
panel, omnirange radio flying; the preparations on the ground before starting the 
engine; flying a course. Two appendices, single motor planes in production in 14959 
and kow to buy a used airplane, complete the book which is also illustrated. For 
those who are thinking of taking off, this should be most helpful. (LC: 60-5979) 


Bosworth, Allan Harper 
THE LOVELY WORLD OF RICHI-SAN $3.50 


The author, a retired officer of the United States Naval Intelligence, writes 


Of his two visits to Japan, after World War II. Bred in the feeling that the Japanese 


were our enemies, he found Richi-San and her mammoth family a revelation. From him, 
they learned "Engrish". From them, he learned that a great faith, sensitivity, and 
appreciation of kindness as well as beauty resides in these people. Richi-San, a 
thirty-seven-year-old widow who looked like a child, became the author's constant 
companion. Together they climbed Mount Fuji, made excursions to the country, and 
together they set about the difficult task of teaching the eager Richi-San how to 
speak that language so foreign to her own. For those with a serious questioning curi- 
osity of Japan, this book is not recommended.--- For one reason or another, Alian 
Bosworth seems neither to have acquired familiarity with the langusze or tne deeper 
ramifications of Japanese thought. But for those who would read of a very delightful 
family, enjoy a pleasant retelling of the most popular of Japanese stories, and re- 
capitulate famous pilgrimages as seen through the eyes of a Westerner, this book, 
brimming with good will (and with a few too many examples of the Japanese mispro- 
nunciation of the English language) should find its market. 


Greene, Margaret C. L. Harper 2 
LEARNING TO TALK $2.50 


A short introduction to a short time- the first five years- explains the 
child's first attempts toward self-expression from sounds to words to sentences- in 
year to year intervals. While there should be no oohing and aaning and cooing, there 
should be an attempt made to encourage and stimulate the chiida's attempt to speak- 
through play activities and reading. Mrs. Greene, a speech therapist, is always aware 
of the relationship between emotional maturity and motor dexterity but she does not F 
go into any of the later, more serious speech problems.... Basic. 


Pearson, Hesketh er Harper 
THE MERRY MONARCH $ |, ° $5 .00 


Subtitled The Life and Likeness of Charles [[I, this biography sy the auiso~ x 
of many similar volumes (The Smith of Smiths, Oscar Wilde, etc.) is concerned less 
with the events of the Merry Monarch's reign than with the man himself. less with 
his notorious love-affairs than with his skill as ruler and diplomat. "Gay enough 
to be ingelligent", a magnificent sportsmen and a reader of men, kindly, generous, 
incapable of revenge, Charles II of England was far more than the immoral ruler 
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popular history paints him. Born in 1630, the son of Charles I, Charles II was early 
schooled in trouble. Fighting as a boy in the Civil Wars and escaping death after his 
father's execution only by a series of incredible escapes, Charles II spent years abroad é 
in shabby exile, somehow maintaining both his royal dignity and his sense of humor. 
Recalled to England in 1660, after the death of Cromwell, for 25 years he played, and 
usually won, delicate diplomatic games with France, Spain and Holland, and at home steered 
a steady course between sycophants, traitors, plotters and greedy mistresses; he died, 
beloved and mourned, in 1685. Readable rather than weighty, this book by a master of 
casual and witty biography should appeal to lovers of English history in its less formi- 
dable aspects and to addicts of biography in any era; the name of the author alone should 
insure its place in lending and public libraries. Fully illustrated. Index. (LC:60-7535) 


March 30 


Rostow, W. W. Harper 
THE UNITED STATES IN THE WORLD ARENA $7.50 


This mammoth tome on recent history is an attempt on the part of the author 
to define the origins of American society: its present status; what the dangers are 
confronting it; and the directions in which lie the appropriate answers to its problems. 
The book is actually a part of the greater American Project conducted at the Center far 
International Studies, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, in 1955-58 under a grant 
from the Carnegie Corporation. The authaqr's thesis is that American policy has gone 
astray in recent years because the American view of the current situation has been too 
strongly colored by memories of the preceding crisis. By reviewing American diplomacy 
and military actions over the years, the author hopes that we shall be able to understand 
how and why we have arrived at our present State, and how we can more rationally deal 
with the problems facing us. The author contends that one of the reasons we are where we 
are is because of our "national style" of doing things. He describes this national style a 
as being the ultimate motivating forces of the nation--complex, elusive forces which can 
only be recognized after a close study of the American past. Mr. Rostow also goes into 
the problem of national interest, and how this national interest has changed in the course 
of our history. Another theme of the book is the concept of stages of growth, which covers 
the wide area of our technological and economic development and how this has had an 
influence on our foreign policy. Not a book for popular taste. (LC:60-7568) 


Salisbury, Harrison E. Harper 
TO MOSCOW -- AND BEYOND $4.95 


The resident correspondent of the New York Times has given the greater part of 
15 years to a closeup study of Russia:- the Russia of Stalin, which he reported in 
American in Russia; and now- again given a visa to return to Russia, a. closeup of 
Khrushchev's Russia. The keynote of this book is change:- in the people, in science, 
industry, agriculture, education, in access to a higher standard of living, in housing, 
clothes, freedom. No longer is Russia a police state- and Khrushchev's stated desire for 
"peaceful co-existence” and a chance for a hiatus in suspicion, opposition, emphasis on 
the "bad" so that Russia can give her citizens what they want - is, Salisbury feels, 
sincere and far-reaching. Many of his demands- the withdrawal from bases, for example, 
are realistic. The bases are obsolete in face of nuclear weapons. It is in China we 
face our real opponent, and - with our false start in that direction- probably only Russia, 
herself fearful of China, could act as mediator. This is- many will feel- a rose-colored 
picture of Russia. Salisbury says we must step out of the stranglehold of false impres- 
sions and see the facts, the shifts in personnel, in values, in goals, in both the domestic 
and foreign policy of the Soviet. This is a very personal book, full of color and action 
and personalities- and opinions. Only parts of it have appeared in the series in the press.@ 
Well worth reading-and pondering. (1C:60-7537) 
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March ?? 


Lawrence, John Farrar, Straus & Cudah 
A HISTORY OF RUSSIA $6 .5C 


This is a useful one-volume history of Russia, from the most ancient times 
to the present, told as a connected and intelligible whole. "Its aim", writes the 
author, "is not to say the last word on any subject, but to direct attention to those 
forces which have made Russia what she is and are now making her what she will be." 
It is, at the same time, a history of the Russian people, in which the author ex- 
amines those physical and spiritual factois which have had the greatest influence 
in shaping the Russian national character. Thus it is something of importance to 
know about the geography and climate of the country in order to understand how 
these two factors have influenced Russian character and shaped events in Russian 
history. He also goes into the religion of the Russians and demonstrates the effects 
it has had on Russia's cultural evolution. For example, the fact that Old Slovanic 
was used as the church language of Eastern Orthodoxy eliminated the need for study- 
ing Greek and thus shut the Russians off from intellectual stimulation for many 
centuries during the Medieval period. Also the influence of Byzantine ideas taught 
the Russians by degrees to look for their political ideal in a mighty unified state 
under an absolute ruler served by a faithful bureaucracy. It is interesting to see 
how Trotsky in the days of Stalin attributed this political ideal to an entirely 
different historical principle. Many such interesting aspects of Russian history 
come to the fore in this excellent book. The last third of the history is devoted 
to the post-Revolution period with all its complications. The author has done a 
notable job in outlining the many events and forces of this period with great 
clarity and comprehensiveness. (LC: 60-6753) 


March ?? 


Waldo, Myra McKay 
THE COMPLETE ORIENTAL COOKBOOK B39 


An extraordinarily interesting cookbook, prepared by the food consultant of 
Pan American, who has managed in brief introductions to the foods of each country to 
give the flavor of the foods- something of their peculiarities- their meal customs, 
their native drinks and beverages. The recipes themselves are adapted to home cook- 
ing in the American kitchen, and are recommended for economy, drama and speed of 
preparation at the last moment. An introductory section suggests basic needs in 
utensils and techniques. The countries covered include:- Hawaii, with extensive 
use of coconut, pineapple, bananas, and fish; Japan, with its soy sauce bases, its 
limited use of beef and chicken, its soups, fish, and particularly the American favor- 
ites, Tempura and Suki-yaki; Korea, not so rich as the Chinese, nor so bland as the 
Japanese, but sharing characteristics of each; the Philippines, in which foreigners 
particularly note the combinations of fish and meat, of two kinds of meat, of poultry 
and either fish or another meat; Indonesia- and the Javanese rice table, hot and 
spicy; China, gourmet nation of the Orient, with a diet built on noodles, rice and 
vegetables- and only tiny quantities of meat or poultry- and with certain character- 
istic ingredients in their sauces; Indochina, with rice as the basic food, with green 
vegetables, poultry and pork, cooked either in French or Chinese fashion; Thailand, 
one of the most exotic countries, with curries, vegetables, sauces- light anda spicy; 
Burma- stressing curries with coconut, rice anda green salad with a fish sauce, as 
basic diet; and finally India, again with curry dishes, varying from city to city, 
family to family- and rice. Lots of tempting recipes for the experimental housewife 
to try. Sources of ingredients are given in a list (too much confined to NYC) at 
the end. Decorative sketches. (LC: 60-7117) 
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March 2% 4 | 


Anonymous Viking ” 
STREETWALKER $3.50 


Twenty-two, a renegade from society and a runaway from a marriage which had 
left her only with debts to pay, this is her case history and confessional of a way of 
life shadowed by the London streets she walks. The first part of it, as coolly undemon- 
strative as her attitude toward the men she serviced (actually she felt a “cankerous 
revulsion"), is- if you are interested- an interesting documentary of commercial sex, 
the assets it takes and the amounts receivable, the technique of approach- and avoidance, 
etc. In pursuing it, she felt that she had achieved anonymity- and independence, but 
after a rough night with a dangerous customer, she realized her loneliness, accepted the 
help of Pete, and fell in love with him. Committed, financially as well as emotionally, 
disregarding the warnings of her friends (he had a prison record for brutalizing a girl), 
she permitted him to exploit her (in 6 months she earned 1400 pounds for him to gamble 
away) and later was the victim of violence which led to her breakdown and the conclusion 
of this account There is, one can suppose, a certain cautionary value in the bad to 

_ worse aspects of an existence such as this, a possible sociological interest, but it would 
be naive to imagine that it will be read just for these reasons. (LC:60-6784) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES OF TITLE, DATE AND ¥?ICE 


Magnuson, Paul- RING THE NIGHT BELL- from 3/10 to 2/15 (Little, Brown) 

Bawden, Nina- GLASS SLIPPERS ALWAYS PINCH- from 1/25 to 2/2h- price from $2.95 & 
to $3.95 (Lippincott ) 

Berry, Don- TRASK- from 2/5 to 2/26 (Viking) 

Corbett, Elizabeth F.- HAMILTON TERRACE- definite date 2/19 (Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 

Saunders, J.- LOOK TO YOUR GEESE- price from $3.95 to $3.75 (Putnam) 

Whitney, Phyllis A.- THUNDER HEIGHTS- definite date 2/19 (Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 
Manvell & Fraenkel- DR. GOEBBELS- from 4/? to 3/30- Note correct spelling of first 
author's name (Simon & Schuster) 

Keon, Michael- THE DURIAN TREE- from 1/21 to 2/26 (Simon & Schuster) 

Hurst, Fannie- FAMILY!- from 3/17 to fall (Doubleday) 

Heyward, Louis- GRANDPA AND THE GIRLS- price from $4.50 to $3.50 (Random House) 

Roth, Holly- THE VAN DREISEN AFFAIR-- price from $2.95 to $3.75 (Random House) 

Rockwell, Norman- NORMAN ROCKWELL-’ from 2/15 to 2/9 (Doubleday) 

Jaspan & Black- THE THIEF IN THE WHITE COLLAR- from 2/17 to 2/2h (Lippincott ) 

Annixter, Paul- PRIDE OF LIONS- price is $3.00 (Hill & Wang) 

Kauffmann, Lane- WALDO- price from $3.95 to $3.75 (Lippincott) 

Priestley, J.B.- LITERATURE AND WESTERN MAN- from 3/2 to 3/14 (Harper) 

Collins, Henry H., Jr.-fd.- BENT'S LIFE HISTORIES OF BIRDS- the price for each 
volume will be $5.95 (Harper ) 

Potter, George- TO THE GOLDEN DOOR- from 3/8 to 3/17 (Little, Brown) 





